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Say Something Good 


When over the fair fame of friend or foe 
The shadow of disgrace shall fall, instead 

Of words of blame or proof of thus and so, 
Let something good be said! 


Forget not that no fellow-being yet 
May fall so low but love may lift his 
head; 
Even the cheek of shame with tears is wet, 
If something good be said. 


No generous heart may vainly turn aside 
In ways of sympathy; no soul so dead 
But may awaken, strong and glorified, 
If something good be said. 


And so I charge ye, by the thorny crown, 
And by the cross on which the Savior 
bled, 
And by our own soul’s hope of fair renown, 
Let something good be said! 


—James Whitcomb Riley. 


A Prayer for Leavers 


O God, Thou hast been an ever-present 
help in ages past. We look to Thee for 
light and life and love. Without Thee we 
know not the way, and the world is dark 
and cold. Without Thee there is no beauty 
and no truth, and all we know and seek is 
vain foolishness. Thou hast given us great 
leaders in the past who have taught us Thy 
way. Send us now, we beseech Thee, great 
leaders for our nation, for all the problems 
that face it; for our Churches; for all who 
serve and minister in them; for all our 
institutions and organizations, for all the 
high purposes for which they contend. 

We are not worthy of Thy love, and we 
have often failed to do Thy will. But we , BOYD EDWARDS, D.D., S.T.D., 
thank Thee for Thy constant lovingkind- 
ness and compassion. Where we were weak, 
Thou hast ever been strong. Where we 
were ever ignorant, Thou hast known and 
taught the way. Where we were faithful, 
Thou hast never forsaken us. Help us, O 
God, to serve our leaders, that they may better serve Thee. Help us all to promote the interests of Thy kingdom 
and of our fellowmen. Lead us all upward toward Thee and nearer to Thy light. Teach us and guide us, cause 
Thy face to shine upon us, and give us newness of life. Amen. 


Head: Master of Mercersburg Academy 


—Richard K. Morton. 
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ONE BOOK A WEEK 


THE SOCIAL GOSPEL AT WORK 


We hear a great deal in these days 
about the “Social Gospel.” Perhaps we do 
not realize what a new thing it is. Per- 
haps the first real prophet of it in Eng- 
land was Charles Kingsley. In America 
it first received real emphasis in the 
preaching and writings of Josiah Strong, 
Washington Gladden and Graham Taylor. 
In a word, it is the application of the 
Gospel to social groups, as well as to indi- 
viduals. “The Gospel,” these men said, “is 
not only for the redemption of the indi- 
vidual. It is also for the redemption of 
the city, of industry, of business, of poli- 
tics, of international relations.” If the 
Gospel is big enough to save a man, it is 
big enough to save any group into which 
men have organized themselves. 

During the last fifty years this applica- 
tion of the Gospel to all spheres of human 
activity has come to be so great a part of 
the Church’s task that now every com- 
munion, including even the Roman Catho- 
lic, has commissions created especially to 
deal with the Church’s activities in this 
direction. The Federal Council of 
Churches has eight or ten such commissions 
and their work is the largest part of the 
Council’s activities. Also many separate 
organizations have come into being whose 
task is to apply the Gospel to some par- 
ticular sphere of human activity. 

Mr. James Myers, who is the industrial 
secretary of the Federal Council’s Commis- 
sion on the Church and Social Service, has 
rendered a very unique and helpful serv- 


ice to everyone by giving us a book in 
which he portrays, by concrete instances 
taken from all spheres, the Social Gospel 
actually at work. It is called “Religion 
Lends a Hand: Studies of Churches in 
Social Action” (Harper & Brothers, New 
York). Even those of us who have been 
closely identified with the movement to 
apply Christianity to all spheres of human 
relationships had not quite realized how 
far this emprise had gone, how effectively 
the Church was working along these lines, 
and what great successes had been achiev- 
ed, until we read these twelve stories, each 
one devoted to one sphere. 

Among the outstanding illustrations 
which Mr. Myers give us are what the 
Chureh has done for securing a Christian 
industrial order; for establishing better 
relationships between the races, instancing 
particularly the relationships of the white 
and colored peoples; in influencing the re- 
lationships between the nations with the 
Christian principle and the outlawing of 
war; in bringing the various Churches, 
Protestant, Catholic and Jewish, together 
for the accomplishment of big tasks of hu- 
man betterment, and in attacking the prob- 
lem of isolated rural life. 

Mr. Myers is very concrete in some in- 
stances, showing what one Church has 
done. Thus the story of the activities of 
the Labor Temple in New York shows 
what a single Chureh can do in reaching 
the masses who have drifted entirely from 
the Church and in interesting Jews as 
well as Gentiles, in the teachings of Jesus. 
This is a very encouraging chapter and 
reveals an approach to the unconverted 
that succeeds where all conventional evan- 
gelistic efforts have failed to produce any 
large results. 


Chapter Eleven: “What One Church Can 
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Do,” is the story of what the Broadway 
Tabernacle Church of New York (Dr. 
Charles E. Jefferson, pastor) has done in 
interesting a congregation in the study of 
international relations. A Council of Inter- 
national Goodwill was organized in 1925, 
Its membership is made up of two repre- 
sentatives from each of the five large or- 
ganizations in the Church: The Christian 
Endeavor Society, The Women’s Club, The 
Society for Women’s Work, The Sunday 
School, and The Men’s League. The 
Church Committee and the Board of Trus- 
tees are also represented on this Council. 
Its stated purpose is to: “(1) Encourage 
the study and discussion of international 
problems by the various organizations of 
the Church; (2) Establish a shelf of help- 
ful books, for such study, in the Church 
Library; (3) Assist in the initiation of 
the development of Armistice Day pro- 
grams; (4) Influence the action of the 
Church membership on world peace.” 
Then follows the story of the activities 
of the Council since its organization. Any 
Church could do something of this sort, 
and here we have a suggestive model. 


Not the least valuable part of the book 
is the appendices. There is a fine bibliog- 
raphy of books dealing with every phase 
of the social gospel in action. There is a 
directory of social and industrial agencies. 
“The Social Ideals of the Churches” adopt- 
ed by the Federal Council of Churches at 
its various quadrennials is printed in full, 
(This social creed has since been adopted 
by most of the denominations. ) 
ternational Ideals of the Churches,” as 
formulated by the Federal Council, is also 
printed here. It is a great creed and 
should be read on Armistice Day by every 
pastor in the land. : 

—Frederick Lynch. 


Making Pentecost Count 


Rev. WILt1AM F. Kosmav, D. D. 


* 


(A statement pertaining to the celebration of the 1900th Anniversary of Pentecost issued by the Committee on 
Spiritual Resources of the Executive Committee of the 


It is becoming evident that the question 
of how to make the celebration of the 
1900th anniversary of Pentecost really 
count for the Kingdom of God is puzzling 
the minds and hearts of our ministers and 
people. 

No end of suggestions are being made. 
The minister’s desk is flooded with Pente- 
costal literature. The number of books 
and pamphlets on the subject is mounting 
high. Many Pentecostal Programs are be- 
ing promulgated; many campaigns plan- 
ned; many meetings held. In consequence, 
ministers and members find themselves in 
confusion and may be in danger of allow- 
ing the strategic season to pass without 
experiencing anew the touch of the Spirit 
upon them or feeling an inrush of vital 
power. ; 

In view of these conditions, therefore, 
we wish to state that we believe it is most 
necessary, at this stage of the Pentecostal 
observance, that ministers and people 
throughout our Church cultivate earnestly 
and persistently a temper of heart and 
mind and a condition of spiritual recep- 
tivity through which it will be most pos- 
sible for the Spirit of God to create within 
us consecrated purpose and energized will. 
This is to be done, it seems to us, by 
pursuing with increasing earnestness and 
devotion what may properly be called the 
essentials of Christian life and faith as 
these have eome to be revealed in an ever- 
growing Christian consciousness. Whatever 
else the Pentecostal Program may include, 
its effective celebration must begin here. 


To make Pentecost count, therefore, we 
must give immediate and determined heed 
to the following essentials: 


1. Prayer. If the Spirit of God is really 
to touch us, we must be in prayer. A con- 
scious and habitual tuning in with God is 


essential to vital Christian living. Per- 
haps we should cease fearing overmuch 
formality and stiltedness and set aside 
more frequently definite times and seasons 
for “the practice of the presence of the 
Father.” External aids, such as the “Fel- 
lowship of Prayer,” prayer books and cal- 
endars, etc., all can be utilized. Week- 
Day Prayer Services or active Prayer 
Groups should exist in every congregation. 
To make’ Pentecost count, we must ring 
the changes on the call to prayer. 


2. Reading and Study. Reading the 
Scriptural account of the origin of our 
faith furnishes inspiration in which all 
our people should share. Studying the 
sources of life and power in the early 
Chureh cannot fail to be profitable for 
Christian living today. The minister must 
be much in study and thought. He should 
be reading the best of the Pentecostal 
literature now being published. For the 
sheer inspiration of it, he will want to 
read Stanley Jones’ “The Christ of Every 
Road.” For more serious study, he will 
find Streeter’s “The Spirit” and Evelyn 
Underhill’s “The Life of the Spirit in the 
Life of Today” greatly stimulating. Above 
all, the members of our congregations 
should acquire and continue the reading 
habit. An intelligent and informed mem- 
bership is absolutely essential to the life 
and power of the Church and if Pentecost 
stirs us to a strong emphasis here, it will 
make a new advance for Christian faith. 
Now is the time for Consistories to in- 
augurate and increase the easy circulation 
of the Church papers. Scripture passages 
should be indicated; a book table estab- 
lished with some one definitely in charge; 
pamphlets and books placed ready to hand; 
groups within the congregation transform- 
ed into reading circles, ete. Nothing, we 
are convinced, will help more to arouse 


General Synod) 


and energize the good-will of our people 
than intelligently directed reading and 
study. 

3. Worship. If the observance of Pente- 
cost is allowed to pass without a renewed 
and increased emphasis upon the necessity 
and value of Church attendance, we shall 
most shamefully miss an unprecendented 
opportunity. Our Church services, of 
course, must be conducive to true and 
genuine worship and in them our relations 
with men must constantly pass in review 
if they are not to be mere cant, but with 
this taken for granted, we must insistently 
call upon men to pause in the heedless rush 


of life to wait upon the Lord; to listen for 


His voice in the silence of the sanctuary; 
to expose themselves to His presence and 
power and to put themselves into touch 
with the sweep of His purpose. If a 
greater interest in formal worship issues 
out of our celebration it will have achieved 
an end of incalculable importance to the 
religious life of our day. 

4. Preaching. Now, if ever, we who are 
preachers must learn to preach with power, 


Perfunctoriness in our preparation must be 


shunned as the plague. So long as we re- 
gard preaching as a mere formality, so 
long will it remain so. We should be 
striking a new note these days. If we 


must say the familiar things, let us at — 


least say them in a new way with 
passion in our hearts and a new earne 
ness in our voice. The trite, worn 
expressions have done duty long en 
They should be retired with pension. — 
scent stereotyped phrases and _ belov 
bromides should go the same way. Ge 
wants earnestness and passion 
give Him these, what may not 
accomplish in the hearts men! 
hooves us to heed the inju 
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WHEN A MINISTER SINS 


Taking into account merely the personal aspect of good 
morals, it is as hard for a minister of the gospel to sin as 
for a layman. But taking into account his. ministerial rela- 
tion to the Church and to society, it is shudderingly easier 
for a preacher to sin than for one of the laity. 

For sin is measured not only by the offense that it in- 
volves against the righteous laws of God, but even more 
by the injury it works to men. And the worst of that in- 
jury is not the injustice wrought by purposed evil done 
against our neighbor’s rights or peace; the worst of it is 
the robbery committed on the soul of our neighbor where- 
by his ideals and his confidence in goodness are stolen away. 
“‘Whoso shall cause one of these little ones who believe on 
Me to stumble, it is profitable for him that a great mill- 
stone should be hanged about his neck and that he should 
be sunk in the depths of the sea.” The Master never said 
as harsh a thing as that about any other kind of sinner than 
this kind—the reckless sort, guilty of disheartening people 
whose faith in goodness can’t survive a lack of goodness in 
Christians. 

A Christian who accepts the ordination that constitutes 
him a minister of God’s gospel is inevitably set out before 
society as a public example of what a Christian ought to be. 
Let it be admitted again that a sin done by a layman is 
rated in heaven just as serious as a sin done by a preacher 
—that is to say, just as serious as respects personal demerit. 
But a hundred laymen may fail of clean, straight, con- 
sistent living in the world, and not do half the damage to 
the repute of religion—not half the damage to men’s al- 
legiance to right—as will ensue from one Christian min- 
ister’s shortcoming. 

If religion does not work in this or that Church mem- 
ber, there is the ready explanation that probably he never 
had enough religion to soak through to the center of him. 
But a clergyman is supposed to have a good deal of relig- 
ion—or he wouldn’t have wanted to be ordained. If there- 
fore the thing which he secured through his Christian ex- 
perience can’t keep him superior to the cheap faults of the 
self-seekers, the schemers, the churls, the sneaks, the whin- 
ers, the top-loftical boasters, the envious complainers, the 
irascible, impatient, unsympathetic, too-busy-to-be-annoyed- 
with-you aristocrats—if the preacher’s religion can’t make 


him superior to the paltriness of average cross-grained 
humanity—then the man of the world has the most con- 
vincing of all reasons for not taking up with this sort of 
thing himself. It is not by any means necessary for a pas- 
tor in the Church to be an outrageous hypocrite in order 
to negative the effect of all his preaching. A very little 
admixture of very ordinary failings will do the trick. 


There is among pastors frequently an outspoken objec- 
tion to being judged by a more stringent code of ethics 
than the laity are tested by. On grounds of logic a good 
case can be made out for the objection. But not on grounds 
of experience! The universal fact, known of all men who 
know anything at all about modern religious life, is that 
a sub-standard Church member may be merely laughed at, 
but a sub-standard preacher is a reproach to Christianity— 
an accepted advertisement that the goods which he recom- 
mends in his sermons are not worth much, since they wear 
shabby so quick on his own back. There was once a time 
when the monk, friar or priest was excused for his sins 
because he was such a “holy” man. But that time is effect- 
ually passed by. Judgment now begins at the pulpit in the 
house of God. 

There is one comfort, though, about this rigid demand. 
Some preachers aren’t capable of eloquent speech. But by 
the grace of the Spirit of God eloquent living is possible 
to every one. And there’s the greatest preaching! 


—NOo.an R. BEsT. 
* * * 


REPENTANCE 


Most people think of repentance as a sporadic emotion, 
the reaction from a fit of temper, a debauch, or other ill- 
advised act. But this is to give the word too tenuous a 
meaning, since such sorrow for sins and shortcomings 
usually evaporates as suddenly as it came. When a man 
has responded to the whip of conscience far enough to feel 
a vague regret for his misadventures, he is tempted to be- 
lieve that he has expiated them. 

“Full seldom does a man repent, or use 
Both grace and will to pick the vicious quitch 
Of blood and custom wholly out of him, 
And make all clean, and plant himself afresh.” 


The impermanence of much that passes for repentance 
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led the early Christian moralists to recognize the necessity 
for a ‘second repentance,” as it was called: The doctrine 
of penance, rejected at the Protestant Reformation, grew 
out of the ecclesiastical discussions and regulations which 
gathered around this perplexing question. 

St. Paul also saw clearly the necessity for a profounder 
experience than regret for past mistakes. Hence he de- 
clared that “the sorrow of the world worketh death,” 
meaning doubtless that unless one’s repentance is suffi- 
ciently stern to impel him to another line of action, the 
erosion of his character is inevitable. In contrast with 
the “sorrow of the world,” Paul declared that “godly 
sorrow worketh repentance unto salvation.” It is there- 
fore a sincere change of mind resulting in a definite and 
sustained decision to refrain from the errors of the past 
and avoid its sin. Repentance is only an evanescent and 
devitalizing emotion until it opens the sluiceways of the 
will for a relentless reformation of character. 

But the battle is never finally won. We need to be on 
guard after the most momentous decisions have been 
made. Though a man has the strength of will to renounce 
a specific weakness, there is always a danger of other 
flaws in his personality. Perfection is unattainable and 
as we advance in spiritual achievement we are certain to 
become aware of other dissonances in our nature, disson- 
ances, it may be, hitherto unsuspected. Thus repentance, 
to be adequate, must be a process, a habit of mind. There 
is little in our own worth that we dare take for granted. 
The march is always up hill, and chasms into which we 
may fall are never far away. Though we have overcome 
a hundred temptations, the next may be our undoing. A 
repentant attitude each night as we seek to appraise the 
achievements of the day will fortify our souls for the tasks 
of the morrow and help us to recognize and overcome its 
temptations. . —J. A. MacCatitum. 


“Q SACRED HEAD, NOW WOUNDED” 


Since the sacred season of Lent opens on Ash Wednes- 
day, March 5, it is natural that our Memory Hymn for 
the month of March should be one of the best known in 
all Christian hymnody, “a prayer set to music” which has 
been greatly blessed in the history of ithe Churchay>O 
Sacred Head, Now Wounded,” is a hymn at once grand 
and pathetic, first written by St. Bernard of Clairvaux, 
translated into German by Paul Gerhardt in 1656, and into 
English by J. W. Alexander, in 1829. In his “Christ in 
Song” Dr. Philip Schaff says of it: “This classical hymn 
has shown an imperishable vitality in passing from the 
Latin into the German and from the German into the 
English and proclaiming in three tongues and in the name 
of three confessions—the Catholic, the Lutheran, and the 
Reformed—with equal effect, the dying love of our Say- 
iour and our boundless indebtedness to Him.” There is not 
a single reader of the MESSENGER who would not find it 
a means of grace to learn this hymn, word for word, and 
to quote it often during the Lenten season, as a personal 
confession of faith, a sincere confession of personal sin- 
fulness, and a witness to our own thankfulness for the 
revelation of God’s love in Christ, which is so wonderful 
that we can never fully express its meaning or its power. 


ok * 


THE LAUGHTER OF FOOLS 


There is not a good cause, nor a noble personality, 
that is not the butt of somebody’s thoughtless joke or 
sardonic sneer. One of the ugliest traits of human nature 
is the disposition to laugh at high ideals and noble aspira- 
tions and to throw mud at the great souls who are doing 
the world’s most important work. Peculiarly reprehen- 
sible is the all too common practice of scoffing at the 
religion of other men and treating with disrespect and 
irrevevence the observances and beliefs of the human 
heart. The world is too full today of destructive critics, 
and they are a serious liability to every nation. With 
his usual conciseness and brilliancy, Dr. Charles E. Jef- 
ferson has written a recent word which deserves to be 
remembered by all of us: 

“A man who scoffs at faith is shallow. His gibes may 


be clever but they are cheap. He may lampoon men 
whom he does not like, but any clown can do that. A 
clown is a short-lived creature. He may make the crowd 
laugh and enjoy a wide popularity but the laughter is only 
for a day. Those who laugh with him today will laugh 
at him tomorrow. A man who makes noble causes ridi- 
culous and sacred institutions contemptible and holy tradi- 
tions absurd and honored men mean, is a man possessed 
of an evil spirit. He should be both pitied and shunned. 
His name should never be mentioned in public, and his 
sayings should never be referred to by any one whose 
words carry weight. There are undeveloped human be- 
ings who because of one or two brilliant faculties suc- 
ceed in getting into the limelight. But while they seem 


to be men, the animal in them is predominant. They 
habitually tear things down. Monkeys do that. They 
invariably pull things to pieces. Tigers do that. They 
attack everything that is bright. Bulls do that. The ape 


and tiger and bull are not allowed to die in hearts con- 
trolled by an evil spirit. When the evil spirit is cast out, 
these men become human. They begin at once to build. 
A sound mind is always constructive. A man who is not. 
a defective does what he can to build up the world.” 

* * * 


THE REASON WHY 


“The reason why the government has had to ignore 
home-brewing is that it cannot put everybody in jail; a 
few people would have to be left at large, to do the voting 
and self-governing.” This is a part of a characteristic 
letter by Mr. Clinton W. Gilbert, Washington correspond- 
ent of the Phila. Public Ledger, and is a good illustration 
of the absurdity, not to say absolute mendacity of this 
and many other newspaper writers on the Prohibition 
question. When a man declares in a reputable journal 
that “everybody is doing it,” he is simply talking non- 
sense. We have, of course, no means of knowing how 
large a percentage of the population, whether 5 per cent, 
10 per cent or more, are making home-brew, but to draw 
a picture like Mr. Gilbert’s is the sort of caricature which 
merely robs newspapers of their influence. 

Speaking of “the reason why”, we might add that the 
reason why so many folks are today so slightly influenced 
by what the newspapers say is because they have learned 
by experience how little of what they see therein is ab- 
solutely reliable and how much is biassed and perverted. 
And the reason why the silver-tongued oratory of a man 
like Congressman James M. Beck, who practically advo- 
cates that we should ignore such parts of the Constitu- 
tion as we do not happen to like, does not carry weight 
with the more sensible and sober-minded people of the 
land, is because they sense unerringly that it reveals a 
painful lack of ethical integrity. And the reason why 
good people are not unduly alarmed at the “high society” 
matrons who conceive it to be their duty to “teach their 
boys and girls to drink liquor like ladies and gentlemen,” 
or at the rich youths of Gotham and way stations who 
have leagued themselves together to force the modification 
of a law which seeks to restrict their self-indulgence, is 
because such gestures are as futile as the attempt to sweep 
back the ocean tides with a broom. And the reason why 
the clamorous opposition to Prohibition is not making a 
profounder impression, is because our most voluble 
“wets” have not up to date been able to suggest a single 
alternative which commends itself to the common sense 
of the American people. 


As Professor T. N. Carver, of Harvard University, 
forcefully says: “The problem before the country ‘is the 
elimination, or great diminution, of drunkenness. That 
fact will never be lost sight of. It will be useless to try 
to make the average voter forget it. He will give up Pro- 
hibition when, but not until, another plan for eliminating 
drunkenness is shown to be better than Prohibition. He 
will not be easily convinced so long as he has any reason 
for suspecting that the advocates of the new plan eee 
some personal reason for wanting to get rid of Prohibition, 
The new plan must be sponsored and actively advo 
by persons whose previous record shows them to be acti 
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iuterested in the elimination of drunkenness. That is the 
only phase of the drink question which interests the aver- 
age voter. When a plan advocated by people who are above 
suspicion is shown to be superior to Prohibition, it will not 
be difficult to get rid of Prohibition.’ We challenge the 
“wets” to produce such a plan! 

* ok aK 


SCRAP THE BATTLESHIPS—NOW! 


President Hoover has wisely counseled “patience” as a 
proper attitude of the American people with reference to 
the London Conference. It is obvious that the daily re- 
ports made by press correspondents should not be taken 
too seriously. Not only are a good many of these reports 
unreliable, but it is to be feared that some of them are de- 
liberately intended to deceive. Vast interests are at stake, 
and it would be queer, indeed, if no effort were made to 
becloud the issue. It remains true that the success of the 
London Conference depends in large measure on public 
opinion. This certainly includes you. The individual may 
think he has little influence, but let no one discount the 
power of prevailing prayer, either by individuals or by 
groups. 

We must not be alarmed by the noise made by “big navy” 
advocates who are already loudly proclaiming that the 
American delegates are not asking enough, but are making 
concessions and sacrifices which will imperil our national 
safety. It is safe to say that they really do not believe 
this absurd charge themselves. The fact is, that there is a 
quite general sentiment in other lands that America is not 
willing to make concessions enough, when her superior 
wealth and power and her comparatively isolated position 
are taken into account. 

From the tables of B. L. French, Chairman of the House 
Naval Appropriations Sub-Committee, as quoted in Cur- 
rent History for January, the following constructive figures 
are given: The man power of the five great navies partici- 
pating in the Conference, is: United States, 93,323; British 
Empire, 89,007; Japan, 81,595; France, 60,834; Italy, 
45,397. The money cost of the five navies is as follows: 
United States, $374,608,054 ; British Empire, $278,478,000 ; 
Japan, $131,222,722; France, $99,568,000; Italy, 63,622,- 
982. 

It is not reassuring, therefore, when we read that our 
American representatives, instead of being willing to give 
up some or all of the battleships we now have, seem to be 
reaching out for the right to build an additional ship. Such 
a result would be a calamity. If the other Naval Powers 
are ready to abolish battleships, will our answer be in ac- 
cordance with the great challenge laid down by President 
Hoover on the last Armistice Day: “We will reduce our 
naval strength in proportion to any other. Having said 
that, it only remains for the others to say how low they 
will go. IT CANNOT BE TOO LOW FOR US.” 

Does not the demand for the abolition of battleships 
strike a responsive note in your heart? We believe that 
the Council for the Prevention of War states the literal 
fact when it says that we should abolish the battleships 
now. (1) Common-sense demands it; they are becoming 
obsolete. Even some naval experts regard them as a liabil- 
ity rather than an asset, and Admiral Sims advises that, in 
case of war, we’d better try to hide our battleships as far 
up the Mississippi out of harm’s way as we can get them. 
(2) Economy demands it; we can save about $40,000,000 
a year on upkeep and $40,000,00 each on replacement. (3) 
The Peace Pact demands it; battleships are solely for of- 
fense, and we are justified in maintaining our navies for 
defensive purposes only. (4) The immediate and total 
abolition of battleships would diminish the vested interest 
in war. This is the real reason why militarists are so stren- 
uously fighting against it and why it will require the united 
and prayerful effort of all real lovers of peace to achieve 


it. 

Dr. John Herman Randall said the other day: “We are 
living in a world that has become one in communication 
and in economics, but we have been living in international 
anarchy, with no law, order or co-operation. John Dewey, 
our eminent American philosopher, says that our greatest 
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problem today is to transform this new world created by 
science into a world community. Political internationalism 
is needed—not destroying what’s good in nationalism, but 
purging each nation of its childish conceit and arrogance. 
The imperialism of the last century was based on the 
economic exploitation of the weak by the strong. Ruth- 
less competition must give way to economic co-operation. 
The League of Nations, which just celebrated its 10th an- 
niversary, has accomplished great things. Now the rep- 
resentatives of 54 nations confer, and questions once buried 
in the Foreign Offices today are discussed openly. A new 
morality is needed, adequate to the new civilization we con- 
front today. We must see that what’s wrong for the in- 
dividual is wrong for the nation; and it is fortunate that the 
world’s real leaders all represent international-mindedness.” 
aoe hake «oak 


MOVIE MEN THREATEN TO SUE 


The New York law firm of Cook, Nathan and Lehman 
has notified The Churchman, national journal of the Prot- 
estant Episcopal Church, that unless it desists immediately 
from its attacks on the motion picture industry as rep- 
resented by Will H. Hays, Carl E. Milliken and the Motion 
Picture Producers and Distributors of America, Inc., and 
makes a retraction of its articles (which the lawyers as- 
sert “show vicious purpose and an actual malice which the 
law does not tolerate, and which decent-minded people can- 
not permit to go without challenge’’), they will enter upon 
civil and criminal libel proceedings. The reply of the re- 
ligious weekly to this threat of suit takes the form of a 
complete reproduction of the letter from the law firm, and 
a short statement of what it has been doing and will con- 
tinue to do, as follows: “The Churchman can say only that 
its sole motive in dealing with the motion picture problem 
and the men who are responsible for creating it, has been 
to promote the interest of public morality, the welfare of 
the young, the protection of the American home; to pre- 
vent the spreading of ill fame abroad, and to aid the 
Churches in resisting the demoralizing influences arrayed 
against them in the interest of a sordid money-making 
combination which stands convicted in the United States 
Courts of conspiracy and coercion. It has done this, and 
proposes to continue, under the right of a newspaper as 
laid down by Alexander Hamilton, in the case of Thomas 
Jefferson, President of the United States, against Henry 
Croswell, to wit: ‘It consists in the right to publish with 
impunity, truth, with good motives, for justifiable ends, 
though reflecting on government, magistracy, or individ- 
uals.’ ” 

This is interesting—and we shall see what we shall see. 
The campaign of The Churchman has been waged for seven 
and one-half months with vigor and incisiveness. Mr. 
Hays and his colleagues have had a long time to consider 
the charges made against them. We wonder if they are 
well advised in this rather belated attempt to silence a jour- 
nal of such high standing, ability and courage. Meanwhile 
Dr. Fred Eastman of Chicago Theological Seminary, has 
just concluded a series of scathing articles in the Christian 
Century in which he practically concurs in the findings of 
The Churchman. He finds little or no improvement in the 
films since the advent of Mr. Hays, and he calls for imme- 
diate reforms. “Shall we allow a handful of movie mag- 
nates, for the sake of their own polluted profits, to defeat 
the home, the school, and the Church in the character-educa- 
tion of our children?”, asks Dr. Eastman. ‘‘And shall we 
permit this same handful to reach out across the seas and 
tarnish our good name among our neighbors by misrepre- 
senting American life? When the movies came we all 
hailed them as potential éducators of the first magnitude. 
But the movie producers have thrown away their oppor- 


tunities; they have prostituted their powers; from 
potential aids they have become enemies. While 
we have been lulled to sleep under the clever re- 
assurances of Will Hays, four great corporations 


have gained control of this giant industry, not only of its 
means of production and distribution, but of our neighbor- 
hood theatres as well.’”’ Dr. Eastman warns us not to 
trust any longer in the promises of the producers and of 
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Mr. Hays, to reform voluntarily and to clean their own 
house. They have broken too many such promises, he 
says, and have used Mr. Hays as a “false front.” There- 
fore he thinks that Dr. Shipler’s series of editorials in The 
Churchman, attacking the conditions in the movies, “merit 
a Pulitzer prize for courageous public service.” 

ae 
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THE PARABLE OF THE WRINKLES AND THE 
KNEES 


I went to Tea in the home of a friend of mine, and I 
sate beside a Lady of Intelligence and Kulture. And she 
said, Good evening, Mr. Zip-zip-zip, with thy Haircut just 
as white as, Hair cut just.as white as mine; I have a ques- 
tion to ask of thee, for thou and I are of the same Gen- 
eration, and I also am growing old disgracefully, even as 
thou art. Tell me, how much longer doest thou think we 
old folk can continue to put this stunt across? 

And I said, Thou art doing it successfully, for thou art 
young in heart. 

And she said, Yea, I am all of that. And I have sense 
enough not to have my Face lifted, but bear my Wrinkles 
in their unhidden glory. And I get along fairly well ex- 
cept as to my Knees. 

And I said, They are not quite so visible as is the mode. 

And she said,-Nay; I have sense enough to approach the 
Current Styles and not to make myself ridiculous by crowd- 
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ing them. This half an inch shorter, half an inch shorter, 
same length of skirt for mother and daughter, hath its 
reasonable limits for women of my years. It is not either 
in their Angularity nor yet in their Amplitude that my 
Knees betray me, but on the stairs. 

And I said, Tell me more about that. 

And she said, We may buy our Complexions in the Drug- 
store, and the Color of our Hair in the Beauty Shoppe, 
and adjust the length of our Skirts in the places where 
skirts are made and shortened, but we cannot provide our- 
selves with Demountable Knees. 

And I said, Dost thou feel conscious of Knees in going 
upstairs or down? 

And she said, Listen. My consciousness of mine own 
Knees is in going upstairs. As Martin Luther climbing the 
Sancta Scala in Rome achieved his revelation, so do I feel 
mine. But as for other women, I test them out in their 
going down. When I have any curiosity about my fellow 
woman, I look not upon the Beauty of her Countenance nor 
the Color of her Transformation, but I stand at the foot 
of the Stairs as if I were waiting for a friend. And some 
of the sisters come down the middle of the Broad Staircase, 
stepping lightly and with graceful action of the Knees, And 
others come gingerly down the sides with one hand on the 
Bannisters. Believe me, there is no birth certificate that 
giveth a woman away like her Knee-action in coming down 
Stairs. 

And I said, Hath this discovery been of value unto thee? 

And she said, Yea, verily, I let other women buy their 
Complexions and their Hairdyes; but herein do I exercise 
myself to have Knees void of offense. I do my daily 
dozen with special relations to the Knees. 

And I said, This doth interest me much; and I am in- 
clined to think that. there may be something like this to be 
true in Religion. 


Keeping the World in View 


By Dr. ALEXANDER MACCOLL 


(Text: “That the world may believe,’ John 17:21) 


As I read to you in part the mtercessory 
prayer of our Lord, I wonder if you no- 
ticed how constantly the word “world” 
occurred therein? It seems to me very sig- 
nificant that it so occurred when we re- 
member the narrowness, by human stand- 
ards, of our Lord’s earthly life, and the 
limitation of His environment. He had the 
world in view. 

One of the early New Testament pictures 
is that of Joseph and Mary, a peasant 
couple, coming in pursuit of a civie duty, 
with great companies of other humble folk, 
to Bethlehem, and finding the city so 
erowded that they were told there was 
no room in the inn. I seem to hear Joseph 
saying to the innkeeper, in his own way: 
“Cannot you do something for us? My 
wife is very tired; she is far from well. 
It may be that two lives are at stake to- 
night in her comfort.” And we are told 
in that wonderful narrative of old, inter- 
pret it how you will, in the way that most 
helps your spiritual life, as a historie or 
a poetic description of a great event, I 
care not—we are told that the stars in 
their courses paused over the cradle where 
the Child was born. Not the world, but the 
universe, had Jesus in view that night. 

I see Him as a boy, going with His 
parents to the temple, like all boys asking 
questions, amazing people, as all boys do, 
by their wise sayings. But He had the 
world in view. “Wist ye not,” He says, 
“that I must_be about My Father’s busi- 
ness?” 

I see Him as a carpenter, making tables, 
chairs, yokes, doing odd jobs in Nazareth. 
But He had the world in view. We do 
not know Him in these carpenter days 
until we think of Him as having, as Wil- 
liam Carey had, long ere he went to India, 
when he was cobbling shoes in England, 


the map of the world on the walls of his 
shop. Our Lord had the map of the world 
on the walls of His mind. 

I see Him gathering a group of His 
friends around Him, teaching them won- 
derful things this unlearned man had some- 
how learned, telling them what really mat- 
ters in the business of life. You would be 
happy, He says: “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit,’ “Blessed are the pure in heart,” 
“Blessed are they that hunger and thirst 
after righteousness.” He warns them 
against all duplicity and insinecerity—‘Ye 
cannot serve God and mammon.” He 
counsels them to love not only their friends 
but their enemies. Trust, He says, the 
God of the lilies and the birds—He knows, 
He eares. Do not get into the censorious 
habit of judging people—all judgment is 
self-judgment. And so on. But always 
He has the world in view. “I am the light 
of the world,” and “Ye are the light of 
the world.” I see Him, as the years pass, 
giving to these friends of His His farewell 
charge: “Go ye into all the world and 
make disciples of all nations.” Jesus had 
the world in view. 

And our Lord has the world in view 
today, every bit of it, not simply the Eng- 
lish speaking nations, the chosen people of 
modern times, as we incline to think them, 
but no less those nations that seem almost 
to inhabit another world from ours because 
their race, their type of thought, their 
mode of life differ in so many ways from 
ours. Think of Russia—one-seventh of the 
earth’s surface, we are told, today under 
the control of the Union of the Soviet Re- 
publics—taking special measures to pre- 
vent a few weeks ago the celebration of 
Christmas, forbidding the cutting of 
Christmas trees in the woods, and setting 
guards that it might not be done, plan- 


ning the extermination of all religion by 
1933. Our Lord has Russia in view. 

Take China, with its four hundred mil- 
lions, the giant not yet fully awakened, 
but awakening from long years of slum- 
ber—China with all her marvelous tradi- 
tious, her infinite patience, her love of 
peace, her genius for labor and thrift. We 
are proud, in this church, to have in 
China personal representatives in men like 


Mr. Torrey and Mr. Van Deusen. And yet ~ 


we sometimes wonder, do we not, if it is: 
worth while, if we had not better spend 
our money at home? On that point they 
are not in doubt. Read that recent letter 
of Mr. Torrey’s in which, speaking of his. 
return, after three years in America, he 
says: “Nothing but the great conviction 
that God wanted us here, and that there 
is a great work to be done for Him, plus: 
His sustaining grace, has enabled us to 
keep up our courage and optimism these 
weeks. However, we are happy, and find 
that there is a special place for us here 
in the hearts of many of the people and 
in the work. Certainly we have received 
the most cordial welcome from Chinese and 
foreigners alike.” Jesus has China in view 
today. 

Or take India, with 218,000 wives and 
15,000 widows under five years of age, 
with two million wives and 102,000 widows. 
between five and ten years of age, with 
twenty-five million wives and four million 


widows between ten and fifteen years of. 


age (the figures are from the Report of 
the Age of Consent Committee appointed 
by the government of India last year as 
a result of the debates in the Delhi Legis- 


lative Assembly following the discloaungae ny 


of Miss Katharine Mayo. in “Mother In- 
dia”). Yet a former missionary to I 
declares that “India fairly breathen ii 
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ligion.” Another declares that no race in 
the world is so richly endowed with spir- 
‘itual capacities as the Hindu. And Lord 
Haldane wrote: “It has often struck me 
that we of the Western world have con- 
tracted our outlook by failure to take in 
the full significance of the development 
of reflection on ultimate things in India.” 
Jesus has India in view. : 


Now I wonder sometimes if the great 
limitation of our American life may not 
be that we do not have the world in view 
enough. There is a story of an aged and 
feeble Padre, who was found wandering 
around the world, and some one said to 
him: “How happens it that you are travel- 
ing at your time of life and in your state 
of health?” “Well,” he answered, “I spent 
all my life in my own parish, and I had 
a serious sickness, and I dreamed that I 
died and went to heaven, and God said 
to me, ‘How do you like My beautiful 
world?? And I had to answer, ‘I have 
been all my life in my own parish, and 
T have not seen it. But if You will give 
me a chance to go back, I will see it.’ 
And now I am out to see God’s beautiful 
world.” | 


We are very prosperous in this country 
as a rule. We have much comfort and 
many luxuries. But save when the appeals 
of suffering humanity awaken in us gen- 
erous response, we incline to live within 
the four expansive walls of our national 
life, and to sympathize with the Boston 
lady who asked: “What have we to do 
with these European nations anyhow?” 

Two indications of the provincialism 
which characterizes great numbers of our 
American people have been brought to our 
minds this week. One came from the lips 
of that great American statesman, Charles 
Evans Hughes, for whom I believe we all 
have the highest regard. It was an appeal 
to the Bar Association of New York, and 
through the Bar Association to the whole 
country in the interest of the Permanent 
Court of International Justice, that organ- 
ization of which 54 nations are now mem- 
bers, for the settlement by judicial process 
of causes which otherwise might lead to 
war. Outside of the Court today are Rus- 
sia, Turkey, Afghanistan, Argentina, Hon- 
duras, Ecuador, Egypt, Mexico, and as yet 
(Mr. Hughes has been one of the 11 
Judges) the United States. In his address 
Mr. Hughes gave a most interesting pic- 
ture of the Court in operation, told of the 
method of election of its Judges, spoke of 
the exaltation which was his when the 
preliminary opinions prepared by each 
member of the Court were sent to the 
others for their consideration, to find eon- 
stantly that the minds of men from the 
great nations of the world, high-minded, 
capable men, moved on similar lines of 
honor, fair-dealing and of careful reason- 
ing. He met the objections that Judges 
representing certain nations would always 
decide in favor of their own countries, by 
pointing to the case of Lord Finlay, who 
in one case had decided against Great 
Britain. On his return from his first ses- 
sion as Judge of the Court, Mr. Hughes 
said of it that “it was the most important 
of all undertakings for peace.” Yet it 
may take all the effort our people can put 
forth to bring the Senate of the United 
States to see that our country belongs in 
this Fellowship of Nations, though, as 
President Hoover declared in, his inaugural 
address: “The Permanent Court of Inter- 
national Justice in its major purpose is 
peculiarly identified with American ideals 
and American statesmanship.” 

The other appeal for a world view came 
from another great statesman and soldier, 
General Smuts, courageous champion of his 
own people in the Boer War against Great 
Britain, valiant ally of Great Britain in 
the World War, now valiant fighter for 
world peace. General Smuts brings before 
us again the cause of the League of Na- 
tions at the time of its tenth anniversary, 
declaring the ultimate meaning of the 
great war to be that the human family is 


one, that if one suffers the others will in 
the end be involved in the same common 
suffering, and that we must realize this 
unity through such agencies of peace as the 
League of Nations. In this same week 
the Foreign Minister of Great Britain, Mr. 
Arthur Henderson, has been quoted as say- 
ing: “The League of Nations is incompar- 
ably the most effective instrument the 
world has ever had for the maintenance of 
peace.” And M. Briand is quoted as de- 
claring it “indestructible.” Outside the 
League of Nations is the United States. 
It is not my function to discuss in this 
place this highly controversial subject. I 
ask you simply to consider how much of 
our American antipathy to the League of 
Nations is due to a lack of sympathy with 
the work it has accomplished during the 
ten years of its history (we have helped, 
of course, in some of its humanitarian 
work), how much to the fear of becoming 
entangled in the quarrels of European na- 
tions, and how much to the common asso- 
ciation, in popular view, of the League 
with the work of President Wilson? Is 
there not danger that we may lose sight 


WORLD PEACE AND 
CHRISTIANITY 


We believe that the outlawry of 
war by the Paris Peace Pact should 
now be accepted by the Church as 
an established fact. War is now an 
outlawed institution, and we believe 
that henceforth the Chureh should 
regard war when distinguished from 
the exercise of police power by au- 
thorized international agencies, as a 
crime. 

In the light of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ, we believe that the Churches 
should condemn recourse to the war 
system as a sin, especially since it 
is now outlawed by international 
agreement, and should henceforth re- 
fuse as a Christian body to sanction 
it or to be used as an agency in its 
support. — From World Peace Com- 
mission’s Message to the Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 
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of the fact that by the marvelous scientific 
developments of modern life the world is 
more and more becoming a neighborhood, 
and that unless the tragedy of the days 
that are so recently past is to be again 
enacted, the conference table must take 
the place of the bomb, the machine gun 
and the submarine? 

Now these are great days in which we 
are living—days on which it may well be 
that the whole future of the world de- 
pends. For this week, as you know, repre- 
sentatives of five great nations are to 
gather in London to consider the question 
of naval armament. Notable utterances 
preceding that conference have come from 
our representatives, and especially from 
President Hoover, who fortunately has the 
world view—the declaration that our pol- 
icy is to be based upon the fact that we 
take seriously the Kellogg Pact renouncing 
war as an instrument of national policy, 
the declaration that we are ready to go 
as far as any other nation in disarma- 
ment, that they cannot go too far for us. 
But already there are suggestions that 
other issues may intervene. The newspa- 
pers, not always informed, tell us this 
morning that the delegates of the United 
States will stand resolutely for big fight- 
ing ships as an essential of our national 
security. Certainly the condition of affairs 
in the world today does not encourage the 
view that the nations are immediately tak- 
ing the Kellogg Pact seriously. More men 
are in arms today than at any time in the 
world’s history. Senator Borah in a recent 
article declared that “Great Britain is 
spending a thousand dollars a minute for 
armaments; we are expending no less. 
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Every blessed hour that Premier MaecDon- 
ald spent upon his peace mission, the two 
nations so profoundly moved in the cause 
of peace were each expending over sixty 
thousand dollars in preparation for war.” 
President Hoover, in his message to Con- 
gress December 3, 1929, said that our totai 
expenditure for national defense purposes 
had risen from 612 millions in 1924 'to over 
730 millions in the current fiscal year. In 
a statement earlier that same month he 
declared that seventy-two cents of every 
dollar to be spent in the fiscal year 1930 
would be devoted to payments for past 
wars and those that may occur in the 
future. 


The other day in the British Parliament 
a new Liberal member, Mr. Glassey, made 
a profound impression in his first speech— 
an appeal for disarmament. He used some 
very simple illustrations. He spoke of the 
boy who is given a new trumpet, told that 
he might hold it in his hand, look at it, 
carry it about, show it to his friends, but 
he must never blow it. What chance that 
he would never blow it if he was a normal 
boy? He spoke of a man buying the latest 
car on the market, a marvelous, shining, 
beautiful thing, putting it in his garage, 
having it polished, oiled and greased, start- 
ing up the engine, listening to its purring, 
fondling it with all the love that a motor- 
ist has in his heart for the engine that is 
his own, and never taking it out of the 
garage to try it out. Is it likely? Does 
not the same thing apply to nations? he 
asked. Is it not a temptation to have a 
perfect war machine, strong, mighty, effi- 
cient—to try the thing out? Then this 
new member did something which is said 
to be quite unusual—he held the House of 
Commons spell-bound while he recited to 
them a bit of great verse, and summoned 
through the lines of Alfred Noyes, the 
dead, to give their view: 


“There’s just one gift that all our dead 
desire, 
One gift that men ean give, and that is 
a dream, 
Unless we, too, can burn with that same 
fire 
Of sacrifice; die to the things that 
seem; 
Die to the little hatreds; die to greed; 
Die to the old ignoble selves we knew; 
Die to the base contempts of sect and 
creed, 
And rise again, like these, with souls 
as true. 
May (since they died before their task 
was finished) 
Attempt new heights, bring even their 
dreams to birth; 
Build us that better world, O, not dimin- 


ished 

By one true splendor that they planned 
on Earth, 

And that’s not done by sword, or tongue, 
or pen— 

There’s but one way. God make us better 
men!” 


I know the appeal of those who tell us 
we dare not go too far ahead of world 
sentiment. We must remember our vast 
unguarded coasts. But does not all his- 
tory tell us that there is one resource for 
the nations greater than all force can do— 
the Living God, the God of our fathers? 
Must we not believe that He in this day 
is calling the nations of the earth to a 
new beginning in the business of living 
together? Are we not strong enough to 
take some risks? And will a better day 
ever come unless some great nation is 
courageous enough to take them? “In 
peace and in war,” some one has recently 
said, “men and nations get very much what 
they think about.” Every one of us can 
contribute one mind to the formation of 
public opinion, and so to the solution of 
this problem. Not long ago we saw in 
Washington the effect of popular opinion, 
when a proposed appropriation of 740 mil- 
lion dollars for naval expansion was cut 
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down to 274 million dollars because of the 
avalanche of protesting messages which 
came from the people. If 100 telegrams 
came from this congregation tomorrow 
morning to Senator Grundy in the interest 
of disarmament and of the World Court, 


our new Senator would realize that the 
people of Pennsylvania are thoroughly 
awake and determined on these great is- 
sues. Among the documents to be pre- 


sented in London this week is a leather 
book containing an appeal from organiza- 
tions, claiming to represent twelve million 
American women. But even more telling, 
perhaps, is the appeal of 180,000 Japanese 
women who have signed their names to 
a petition in the interest of substantial 
reduction of naval armaments—woman’s 
appeal that the tragedy and blood of the 
years shall issue in a better day. 


Shall we not, my friends, as followers of 
the Prince of Peace, remember every day 
in our prayers while this Conference is in 
session the representatives of all the na- 
tions, but especially the representatives 
of the United States, the diplomatic repre- 
sentatives, the representatives of naval 
and military technique, that all together 
may have the mind of Him Who always 
has the whole world in view? 


Making Your Home Christian 


(This article, written by one of the beloved veterans of our ministry, Dr. A. S. WEBER, is published in “The Reformed 


Church Visitor” (Baltimore) and deserves a much wider reading. 


BY THE WAY 

Have you noticed how much stress is 
being laid on the vital importance and 
influence of a spiritual atmosphere in the 
Home, by writers on Religious Education? 
Parents are repeatedly reminded of their 
unescapable responsibilities in providing 
such an atmosphere for the family circle. 
Unless that is done the efforts of the 
Church and Sunday School, the Young 
People’s training classes and the Pastor’s 
Confirmation instruction, are largely handi- 
capped and the results less than satisfac- 
tory. Parental obligations cannot be shift- 
ed from their own shoulders to those of 
teachers and ministers in the matter of 
giving Christian training to children. 

Do you realize that more than a 
Mother’s counsel or a Father’s command 
is essential to provide the proper home 
atmosphere? The phrase of Emerson, in a 
modified form, may remind us, that what 
parents are—a mother at the core of her 
spirit, a father in his example of daily 
living—speak so loud that the thunder of 
words cannot be heard, or will not be 
heeded by their children. The latter have 
keen appreciation of, and deep insight 
into, the real character of those charged 
with parental responsibility. Unless sup- 
ported by sound religious principle, a 
Mother’s entreaties or a Father’s warnings 
—or a Preacher’s sermons, count for less 
than nothing. This is too obvious to re- 
quire any argument whatever for the es- 
tablishment of its truth. 

Are you desirous of giving your children 
the advantage of the home atmosphere 
here referred to, and willing to cultivate 
the same by paying the necessary cost of 
it, and making the required sacrifices for 
it? Be very sure that it will not come 
without effort on your part. It is a thing 
that has to be personally achieved, like all 
other things of high and permanent value 
in life. It must be planned for from the 
start, it must be looked after daily and 
carefully protected with warmth of love 
within, and against the nipping frosts of 
the world from without. The grace of 
God can be counted on to assist those 
whose attitude is prayerful and spiritually 
sound. 

It is understood that the spirit pervad- 
ing the life of our homes is far more ef- 
feetive for the religious training of chil- 
dren, than rigid moral precepts or formal 
ereedal or doctrinal requirements. When 
Sir Henry Jones, whose Life was recently 
published, saw his family gathered around 
his death-bed, he said to his sons and 
daughters: “You have never been told 
much by me as to your moral duty, your 
spiritual accountability, or your privileges 
of communion with God through Jesus 
Christ. I dd not regard it necessary. You 
grew up in an atmosphere that ministered 
silently, continuously to these eternally 
important matters. Now I must leave 
you. I do so in the confident assurance 
that your Mother’s spirit and your Father’s 
character will continue to live in all of 
you. That is the legacy we have bestowed 
on you.” 


prayerfully studied in every family.) 


How unspeakably better such a legacy 
is for children, even though coming from 
an obscure home, than all the riches and 
pleasures that riches might buy, could pos- 
sibly be. If we believe this, should we 
not set out now to provide it for the chil- 
dren God has given us? 


Have we made the necessary start in 
this direction to which allusion has already 
been made? A little while ago, the second 
time only in the course of a ministry of 
well night fifty years, a pastor was invited 
to offer a Dedicatory Prayer on the occa- 
sion of a young family’s occupancy of the 
new house they had erected during last 
summer. The invitation was gladly ac- 


LIFE IS WORTH THE LIVING 


“Ts life worth living?’’, we often say, 

When things go wrong and hopes 
have fled; 

The shadows are not lifted, tho we 
pray 

In anguish, till our hearts have bled. 


Yes, life IS worth while, e’en at its 
worst, 

God’s way is not our own, you know, 

And what we want so much might 
prove a curse, 

And fill our lives with grief and woe. 


So let us try hard to be content 

And all our days with good deeds 
fill; 

Then we'll receive the 
Heaven sent, 

And find life worth the living still. 


—A. I. M. 


blessing 


cepted. There in the beautiful surround- 
ings of their Living Room we foregath- 
ered—conscious that there is something 
more desirable than fine outward surround- 
ings—to dedicate the place to God and to 
ask His blessings on us. With bowed heads, 
father, mother and little daughter, were 
grouped by the side of the minister while 
he led in this prayer: 


OUR FATHER IN HEAVEN, as we 
cross the threshold of this newly-built 
House today, our rejoicing hearts over- 
flow with thankfulness to Thee. If 
Thou hadst not aided and prospered 
us, we should not have been able to 
realize the purpose of making this our 
Home. To Thee, we give full-hearted 
praise. And we humbly entreat Thee 
to enter the Building with us, to make 
it one of Thine own dwelling places, 
and, by the constant presence of Thy 
Spirit, to be our abiding Companion 
while we reside under this roof. 


Assist us, by Thy guiding and sup- 
porting Grace, to make this a Home 
of sympathy and faithfulness, of un- 
selfish tenderness and devotion, of 


It should be 


righteousness and peace, not only as 
between ourselves, its regular occu- 
pants, but as well in our relation to 
all other children of Thine who may 
honor us by accepting its hospitality, 
Teach us to use our Home ins Thy 
service, in a ministry of genuine kind- 
liness and sincere regard for others, no 
less than for the members of our own 
family group. Living thus, as Thy ser- 
vants, mayest Thou smile upon us and 
grant us the peace of heart and the 
joy of life, which alone can bring us 
the happiness which we crave. 


Continue unto us, if it please Thee, 
and unto all who may here be coming 
in or going out with us, health and 
strength and prosperity, so that for 
Thine honor we may engage in honest 
and useful toil, and grow, the while, 
more and more, toward the goodness 
in character without which this earthly 
habitation can afford us no foretaste 
of the Eternal Home, prepared for 
those that love and serve Thee. 


We dedicate ourselves and this tem- 
poral House of ours.in deep reverence 
unto Thee. Shower Thy blessings upon 
all of us as the answer to our earnest 
Prayer of gratitude and praise, for all 
Thy goodness and loving kindness to 
us and to all men. We ask this, 
through Jesus Christ, Thy Son our 
Lord. Amen. 


Among the serviceable appointments of 
the Christian home, can there be anything 
so important, aside from personal charae- 
ter on the part of its inmates, as diserimi- 
nately selected books for the children and 
their parents? This has value that can- 
not be easily overstated. Carelessness in 
choosing what is to be read by the young 
is aS unwise as it is dangerous. The book- 
stalls today are groaning under heaps of 
published trash as they never were before, 
Not a few of these books are as poisonous 
to the mind of the growing child, as mon- 
oxide gas is to the body. And parents 
who are solicitous for the religious wel- 
fare of tleir children and duly concerned 
about the spiritual atmosphere of their 
homes, will do their utmost to keep such 
poison out of the reach of the young. Let 
anyone who questions this read what 
Ernest Dimnet has to say on the subject 
in his little volume on “The Art of Think- — 
ing.” Its value is out of all proportion to 
its size and cost. - 


Books of the type it represents should 
find their way into our homes. Their read- 
ing and the study of them will make for 
the improvement of home conditions, lend- 
ing a helping hand to perplexed and anx 
ious parents in the discharge of their 
duties. 


“Books are keys to wisdom’s treasure 
Books are gates to lands of ple 
Books are paths that upward lee 
Books are friends. Come, le 


Fepruary 20, 1930 


REFORMED CHURCH MESSENGER 9 


The Need of Pentecostal Power 


The Christian Church is now celebrating 
the 19th centenary of the outpouring of 
the Holy Ghost. It is the birthday of the 
Church, the most important event in the 
history of Christianity. The Church had 
its beginning in that upper room in Jeru- 
salem where the faithful followers of Jesus 
had gathered for prayer, and where they 
were waiting for the coming of the Holy 
Spirit. The Acts of the Apostles says: 
“And suddenly there came a sound from 
heaven as of a rushing mighty wind and 
it filled all the house where they were sit- 
ting. And there appeared unto them cloven 
tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon 
each of them, and they were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with 
other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance. 

“That was the inception of a new 
Divine-Human order of life, the annointing 
of men with heavenly power. This histori- 
cal fact is verified in the lives of the 
Apostles by what they became and accom- 
plished. The Christian Church was born 
not of flesh and blood, but of the Spirit. 
It was the Supernatural endowing the nat- 
ural, the Divine filling the human with its 
heavenly, regenerating power, and that re- 
sulted in the birth of a new order of 
heavenly life. It was no imitation of any 
earthly man-made organization, but the 
Kingdom of God in the world. Modern 
teaching is ready to deny the operation of 
the Supernatural in human life. Some 
believe that there is no higher power than 
human power. What men cannot compre- 
hend with the senses, that has no place in 
modern religious faith. Because men can- 
not comprehend the Supernatural, that does 
not disprove its existence. When we deny 
its presence and work in the history of 
redemption, we have only the shell and 
not the heart of religion. 

Immediately after Pentecost the Apos- 
tles were filled with a new, living, trans- 
forming Power. The two men prominent 
in this enduement were Peter and John. 
They were just common and ordinary 
fishermen. In birth and position, in wis- 
dom and intellect, they were but peasants, 
who under the ordinary course of life 
would have lived and died in obscurity. 

What then was remarkable about these 
men? It is reported that they had been 
the chosen companions, and lived in fel- 
lowship with Jesus of Galilee; that they 
had walked and talked and broken bread 
with the promised Messiah; that they had 
been in touch with the visible God; that 
the power of Jesus possessed their lives, 
and changed them from profane fishermen 
to marvelous men of God, going from glory 
to glory. Jesus was living in them. They 
were the temples of the Holy Ghost, agents 
of many signs and wonders, and heralds 
of the salvation of God. They were filled 
with Pentecostal Power. Let me speak of 
some of the characteristics of this Power. 

Pentecostal Power makes men bold and 
venturesome. “When they saw the bold- 
ness of Peter and John.” We need but 
refer to their past conduct to note their 
fear and cowardice. When danger appear- 
ed and their hopes seemed doomed, all for- 
sook Him and fled. In the hall of Caia- 
phas, shrinking and crouching at the in- 
sinuations of a servant girl, Peter denied 
the Lord, and even swore that he knew 
not the man. John, the apostle of love, 
always humble and loving, seemed domi- 
nated by the very spirit of non-resistance. 
But when filled with Pentecostal Power, 
wonderful courage possessed them. Peter 
stood up among the rulers and elders of 
Israel and spoke with great dignity and 
strange power. Though they were threat- 
ened and beaten with many stripes, and 
thrust into prison, they returned again 
and again with great boldness to preach 
Jesus and the Resurrection. When the au- 
thorities inquired of them by what power, 
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or by what name they were doing these 
things, Peter and John answered and said 
unto them, “Whether it be right in the 
sight of God to hearken unto you more 
than unto God, judge ye, for we cannot 
but speak the things which we have seen 
and heard.” The vehemence of his words 
frightened the dignitaries of the San- 
hedrin. What does all this mean? The 
answer is found in the fact that they 
were filled with the Power of the living 
God, and became bold, venturesome men. 
Through all the history of the Church, 
spirit-filled men have gone boldly into dun- 


I ASK NOT THAT HER WAY BE 
SMOOTH 


(A Mother’s Prayer) 


I ask not that her way be smooth 
and straight, 

The road that stretches 
coming years; 

But rather, grant her strength to 
climb each hill 

With dauntless faith that tramples 
down all fears. 


’cross the 


I ask not that her skies be always 
blue, 

’Tis storms that make 
strong; : 

But grant her courage, Lord, that’s 
high and fine, 

To weather through each dark ordeal 
of wrong. 


a tree grow 


Then, when her road has made its 
latest turn, 

And setting sun has tinged the 
western sky, 

Oh God, vouchsafe she falters not, 

But, having bravely lived, can also 
bravely die! 


—Grace H. Poffenberger. 


geons, to the stake and to the cross. 
Bishop Cramer and Faith Latimer wel- 
comed glorious martyrdom. JDuring the 
anti-foreign revoiution in China, the Chris- 
tians exhibited the same boldness. With 
eyes gouged out, and the image of the 
cross cut upon their foreheads, they con- 
tinued boldly in the faith and defied their 
enemies, 

Pentecostal Power makes men learned in 
spiritual things. The Jewish authorities 
perceived that “Peter and John were un- 
learned and ignorant men.” They had 
never studied in the school of the Prophets. 
In earthly culture they were deficient, and 
in the wisdom of books they were un- 
learned. They were but common fisher- 
men of Galilee. Besides the polished 
orators and scholars of Jerusalem they 
were intolerant. But Pentecostal Power 
filled their hearts with the wisdom of God, 
and an understanding heart gave them 
power to discern spiritual things. Earthly 
knowledge comes through the mind, but the 
wisdom of God has the heart for its organ. 
Men do not need earthly knowledge to ap- 
prehend God, but a heart filled with the 
Holy Ghost becomes vibrant with heavenly 
wisdom and understanding. They were un- 
learned so far as the teachings of the 
schools of the Prophets were concerned, 
but they knew God, and were great pos- 
sessors of spiritual knowledge. They knew 
of sin and salvation and everlasting life. 
The world today has many unlearned men 
whose hearts are filled with the wisdom 
of God. Dwight L. Moody, a shoe sales- 
man of Chicago, lives today in the lives of 
his converts. 

I had in my Church a common laborer 
who worked in the strippings of the Lehigh 


Valley Coal Company. He could not speak 
grammatically the language of his birth. 
In the rudiments of a common school edu- 
cation he was greatly deficient. He knew 
nothing of Fundamentalism or Modernism, 
but when he got on his knees to pray, men 
marveled and the heavens opened. “When 
men asked, ‘Whence has this man these 
things,” the only answer that wisdom could 
give was, that he knew God, and was 
filled with Pentecostal Power. 


Pentecostal Power impels men to preach 
Jesus Christ and the Resurrection. En- 
dowed with heavenly wisdom the Apostles 
became wonderful preachers of righteous- 
ness. They had been patient hearers and 
learners, but now they became invincible 
heralds of Jesus and the Resurrection. All 
else seemed to fade out of their lives 
Friendship and kinship were nothing to 
them. They left their friends, their boats 
and nets to become fishers of men. The 
impelling motive of their lives was to 
speak the things that they had seen and 
heard. As Paul declared unto the Corin- 
thians, so they too determined not to know 
anything among men save Jesus Christ 
and His Resurrection. “Woe is me if T 
preach not the Gospel.” The one aim for 
which they lived and labored and died was 
Jesus Christ. 


_ Pentecostal Power changes a man’s whole 

life. These disciples became new men. 
This was verified in their lives. Common 
and ordinary men, but changed by the mys- 
terious, transforming power of the Man of 
Galilee, into new men. Physically they 
were the same men, but in their desires, 
motives and actions, they were different. 
All things for them had become new. “If 
any man be in Christ Jesus he is a new 
creature, behold all things have become 
new.” At first unlearned men, but now 
world-characters who by their preaching, 
wisdom and spirit turned the world up- 
side down. 


Abram lived contented among his kin- 
dred and their idols in Mesopotamia. But 
one day he heard a voice in Ur of the 
Chaldees, saying, “Get thee out of thy 
country, and from thy kindred and from 
thy father’s house unto a land that I will 
show thee, and T will bless thee and make 
thy name great.” Gathering his substance 
together, he followed that voice and vision 
across a trackless desert of a thousand 
miles, and he came into the land of Canaan. 
The vision of a new world and a new life 
was before him. He looked for the city of 
God. Filled with the Spirit of Jehovah 
he became “Abraham,” the Friend of God, 
and the Father of the Jewish race. 


At the stoning of Stephen, Saul of Tarsus 
stood by consenting to his death. Of him 
it is said, “that he made havoe of the 
Church, entering into every house, and 
hailing men and women, committed them 
to prison. And Saul breathing out threat- 
enines and slaughter against the disciples 
of the Lord went unto the High Priest 
and desired of him Tetters to Damascus to 
the synagogue, that if he found any of this 
way, whether they be men or women, he 
might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.” 
On that journey he was challenged by the 
power of the Most High, and his whole 
life was changed. From a persecutor he 
beeame a preacher; from a blasphemer he 
became a believer; from a fanatic he be- 
came a friend, and what he had commit- 
ted in revenge he atoned for in repent- 
ance. From Saul he became Paul, next to 
the Master, the noblest saint of the New 
Testament. 


The keynote of this Pentecostal Anni- 
versary is a call to the Church for a fresh 
baptism of the Holy Spirit. The oppor- 
tunity is now at hand for a spiritual quick- 
ening of the Church beyond anything we 
have ever known, §pirit-filled men are 
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the only means that can command for a 
dormant Church showers of blessing from 
God. The Church on her knees will receive 


Pentecostal Power. We must confess with 
shame that there is something wrong with 
the Church. Indifference, half-heartedness 
and worldliness have sapped the Church of 
her spiritual power. We have organiza- 
tions, committees, commissions, societies 
and machinery, but there seems to be a 
lack of touch with the great spiritual 
Dynamo. The Church, it seems, has failed 
to come to self-surrender in prayer. Is not 
the call, back to Pentecost, or rather a 
new Pentecost, upon us today? Have we 
forgotten the prayer that brought the 


blessing, “God be merciful to me, a sin- 
ner’? Ministry and people, pleading for 
a rebaptism of the Holy Ghost, will bring 
upon the Church this mysterious, living, 
transforming Spirit of God, a power that 
will be an overwhelming mystery, wider 
than experience, but everlastingly real and 
true. “Not by might, nor by power, but 
by My spirit,’ says the Lord. With such 
Pentecostal Power men, as of old, will 
become fearless heralds and living exam- 
ples to go, by ways of the land and sea 
and air, to the ends of the earth. With 
shackles on their limbs, and whipcords on 
their backs they will go; with the cries of 
the heathen thirsting for their blood, by 
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O SACRED HEAD, NOW WOUNDED 
(Memory Hymn for March) 


O Sacred Head, now wounded, 
With grief and shame weighed down, 
Now scornfully surrounded 
With thorns, Thy only crown; 
O Sacred Head, what glory, 
What bliss till now was Thine! 
Yet though despised’ and gory, 
I joy to call Thee mine. 


What Thou, my Lord, hast suffered 

Was all for sinner’s gain; 

Mine, mine was the transgression, 
But Thine the deadly pain. 

Lo, here I fall, my Saviour! 
’Tis I deserve Thy place; 

Look on me with Thy favor, 
Vouchsafe to me Thy grace. 


What language shall I borrow 
To thank Thee, dearest Friend, 
For this, Thy dying sorrow, 
Thy pity without end? 
O make me Thine forever; 
And should I fainting be, 
Lord, let me never, never 
Outlive my love to Thee. 


Be near when I am dying, 
O show Thy cross to me; 
And for my succor fiying, 
Come, Lord, and set me free. 
These eyes, new faith receiving, 
From Jesus shall not move, 
For He who dies believing, 
Dies safely through Thy love. 


—Bernard of Clairvaux. 


Tr. by Paul Gerhardt, 1656 
Tr. by J. W. Alexander, 1829 


EDITORIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


Although the “Messenger” is not a theo- 
logical magazine, there have been many 
calls for a further statement of the reli- 
gious implications of the Barthian Move- 
ment, in the war against humanism and 
secularism, which is now so essential. What 
hope can we place in the work of Barth 
and Brunner? There are some who tell us 
that their “Theology of Crisis” is “on its 
way out,” and “there is nothing to do but 
to make a theology of Modernism to war 
against humanism.” Is this true? The 
“Messenger” is pleased to announce a se- 
ries of 5 important articles by President 
George W. Richards, which will begin in 
next week’s-issue, which deserve a wide 
reading and will undoubtedly arouse much 
interest and discussion. The subject is 
“Beyond Fundamentalism and Modernism,” 
and you will find these articles written 
with such clarity and simplicity that any 
intelligent reader will be greatly aided in 
an understanding of this significant move- 
ment. 
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SUGGESTIONS REGARDING THE NEW 
FISCAL YEAR 


By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D., 
President of the General Synod 


A change so radical as the adoption of 
a uniform fiscal year, to correspond to the 
calendar year, for all our congregations, 
Classes and Boards of the Reformed 
Church, might be expected to cause some 
confusion in certain circles. It will doubt- 
less require a little time and patience to 
arrange everything in proper succession 
and order. It is evident that the present 
time for the meetings of the Classes and 
Synods does not lend itself satisfactorily 
to the program of the new fiscal year. But 
I believe that by a slight rearrangement 
all difficulties or at least the major diffi- 
culties can be removed. Let me offer the 
following suggestions: . 

1. Spring Meetings of the Classes. The 
Classes should have their Spring meetings 
early in the year, preferably between the 
middle of January and the middle of Feb- 
ruary. These meetings should concern 
themselves principally with the parochial 
reports, with local congregational matters 
and with other affairs that pertain to the 
immediate concern of the Classes. Their 
own books have closed December 31. Con- 
gregations have closed their books Decem- 
ber 31, and thus the Classes could imme- 
diately take up congregational matters 
without waiting until May, as is the case 
at present. : 

2. Meetings of the Synods. The Synods 
should meet in May, and not in September 
and October, as is the present custom. The 
Synods should then review the proceedings 
of the Classes and take action on such 
matters as require action and also consider 
all interests related directly to themselves, 
such as educational institutions and be- 
nevolent homes. The Classes, meeting in 
January and early February, could well 
have their Minutes ready for the May 
meetings of the Synods. Moreover the ed- 
ucational institutions bring their work to 
a close in May or June so that these insti- 
tutions could furnish the Synods with a 
statement of the work of their scholastic 
year. The meeting of the General Synod, 
which comes only once in three years, 
might be held early in June. 

3. Fall Meetings of the Classes. The 
Fall meetings of the Classes should be held 
the latter part of September or in October. 
These meetings will consider the general 
work of the Church as represented by the 
Boards of the Church, will take action on 
the Apportionments handed down by the 
General Synod and by the Synods. The 
Minutes of the General Synod and of the 
Synods meeting in May, could easily be in 
print by the time the Classes meet in 
September or October. The new Appor- 
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yawning prisons and executioner’s axe, by 
hungry lions and living shame, they will 
go; and in the bloody footprints of their 
paths their spiritual descendants will fol- 
low on. O Lord, send Thy Spirit, and fill 
the Church now! 


“Hover o’er me, Holy Spirit, Bathe my 
trembling heart and brow; 

me with Thy hallowed presence, 
Come, oh come, and fill me now.” 


Fill 


“Fill me now, fill me now, Jesus, come and- 
fill me now; 

Fill me with Thy hallowed presence, 
Come, oh come, and fill me now.” 


THE REV. ELAM J. SNYDER 
THE REV. FRANK E. LAHR 


It is necessary again to record 
the death of two ministers of our 
Church. The Rev. Elam J. Snyder 
passed away at his home in Wyn- 
cote, Pa., on Feb. 12, in his 49th 
year. Born in Reading, Aug. 12, 
1880, after graduating from the in- 
stitutions at Lancaster, he served 
in the pastorate of Grace (Alsace) 


Church, Reading; First Church, 
Quakertown; and Tabor Church, 
Philadelphia. The funeral was held 


in Grace Church, Reading, Monday, 
Feb. 17, in charge of Revs. Charles 
E. Schaeffer, D. D., James R. Brown, 
J. M. Mengel, and Theodore Wie- 
* mer. 


Rev. Frank E. Lahr, pastor of the 
Church in Ridgway, Pa., died Feb. 
5 as the result of an accident, when 
he was struck by a messenger boy 
on a bicyele while he was on his 
way from the Church to the parson- 
age in a heavy rainfall. Interment 
was made on Feb. 10 at Hunting- 
don, Ind. A fuller account of the 
life and labors of these brethren 
will be given later. 


tionments adopted by the Classes could 
then be conveyed by pastors and delegate 
elders to the congregations and be inelud- 
ed in the congregational budgets for the 
new year, and an every member canyass 
made for the same the latter part of 
November or the beginning of December. 
This would make a succession of the meet- 
ings of the judicatories of the Church 
which would be logical and effective. 
There are some folks who have been de- 
ploring the fact that by closing the fiscal 
year December 31 we might be losing the 
effect of the Lenten and Easter season in 
the gathering in of our benevolences. If 
the above arrangement is followed we shall 
find that we will have at our service two 
climaxes instead of one. We shall still 
have the Lenten and Easter season when 
the sacrificial element in our lives will be 
stressed and will express itself in generous 
giving, and then there will be the other 
climax which will come at Thanksgiving 
time, the latter part of November. The 
spirit of gratitude will now prompt our © 
people to lay another substantial gift on 


the altar. This will bring in the full and = 


final harvest in our Chureh benevolen 
so that every congregation will have me 
practically its full Apportionment by 


end of November. This will leave 
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Christmas season free for offerings for the 
orphans and will enable congregations to 
close their books December 31st and have 
all their Apportionment money sent in to 
their Classical treasurer. 

If such an arrangement is followed, I 
believe that we shall soon accommodate 
ourselves to the new order and will find 
it to work satisfactorily and successfully. 
Let the Classes at their meetings this 
Spring vote on meeting next year in Janu- 
ary or the beginning of February, and let 
the Synods this coming Fall vote to meet 
next May, and then in the course of a year 
we shall be running smoothly. 


The Consistories of our Churches in 
Mercer Co., Pa., will hold Feb. 25 a Con- 
sistorial Conference at Transfer, Pa. 

A class of Religious Instruction has been 
started in Trinity Reformed Church, Rock- 
wood, Pa., Rev. Roy Moorhead, pastor, At 
present the class has 16 members. 

St. Mark’s Church, Pittsburgh, Pa., Rev. 
J. Grant Walter, pastor, held its congre- 
gational meeting Jan. 15. Mid-winter 
Communion was held Jan. 19. 

The topics for the Stewardship Essays 
and Posters are the same this year. There- 
fore, the packets for contestants who 
make Posters are the same for those who 
write Essays, and differ only according to 
age group. 

On Sunday night, Feb. 23, the P. O. S. 
of A. will worship with the Salem congre- 
gation at Weatherly, Pa. The pastor, Rev. 
C. T. Moyer, will preach on the theme: 
“The Challenge of Patriotism in the World 
Program of Peace.” 

In the United Reformed Church, Balti- 
more, Md., Rev. Melville Hugh Way, pas- 
tor, Holy Communion was observed Jan. 
12. Annual congregational meeting was 
held Jan. 27. The confirmation class meets 
every Friday evening. 

In Central Church, Dayton, O., Rev. W. 
W. Rowe, D.D., pastor, a catechetical class 
has been organized. At the evening service 
Feb. 9, short messages were brought by 
young men from Hungary, Japan, and the 
Philippine Islands. 

March 16 is the date which closes the 
1930 Stewardship Essay and Poster Con- 
test in the congregations. By that time 
all Essays and Posters must be in_ the 
hands of the local (congregational) judges. 
These judges will then select the 2 best 
Essays from each age group, and the 2 
best Posters from each age group. 

The Weatherly Charge is especially in- 
terested in the question of stewardship. 
30 of her young folks have entered the 
Stewardship Contest. The Church School 
Couneil has offered local prizes and time 
is being given for a brief talk on Steward- 
ship, each Sunday. 

In St. John’s Church, Lansdale, Pa., Rev. 
A. N. Sayres, pastor, Mrs. Catherine M. 
Balm was the guest at the Young People’s 
meeting Jan. 19. In memory of Supt. A. 
Wesley Kratz, who passed away a year 
ago, Jan. 15, flowers were placed on the 
desk in the executive room on Jan. 19. 


St. Paul’s Church, Waynesboro, Pa., Rev. 
Victor H. Jones, pastor, is now issuing a 
helpful bulletin quarterly. Lenten serv- 
ices will be held every Wednesday and 
Friday evening. The following ministers 
will deliver messages on Friday evenings 
of Lent: Revs. S. E. Lobach, R. J. Allen, 
W. R. Jones, O. F. Sherwood, W. C. Ben- 
shoff and B. D. Rojahn. 

In Zion Church, Millersville, Pa., Rev. 
W. T. Brundick, pastor, Holy Communion 
was observed Jan. 12. The Father and Son 
banquet held in December was a great suc- 
cess, Captain Greer, U. S. A., was the 
speaker at the January meeting of the 
Men’s Club. 

Founder’s Day at Temple University, 
Philadelphia, last week might with propri- 
ety have been called “Omwake Day,” for 
the orator of the occasion was Dr. Geo. 
Leslie Omwake, President of Ursinus Col- 
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lege, and the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Pedagogy was awarded to Dean Howard 
Rufus Omwake, of Franklin and Marshall 
College. All of which is good news. 

The editor believes that there are many 
things of vital interest in this issue, but 
he desires to call special attention to two 
articles which have a profound significance 
for the present and future development of 
the denomination. One is the spiritual 
challenge issued by the Committee on Spir- 
itual Resources from the pen of Dr. Wil- 
liam F. Kosman; the other is the impor- 
tant statement of the president of General 
Synod, concerning the best use of our de- 
nominational organization. We hope every 
reader will make earnest with these 
articles. 


“An §. O. S. Call” (Save Our Sunday) 
will be the subject of a book review by 
Rev. U. C. Gutelius, on Feb. 24, at 11 
o’clock, in connection with the regular 
weekly meeting of the Ministerial Asso- 
ciation of the Reformed Churches of Phil- 
adelphia and vicinity, in Assembly Hall, 
Schaff Building, 

At the annual meeting of St. Paul’s con- 
gregation, Wilson Creek, Pa., Mr. George 
Pritts and Mr. Archie Benford were elect- 
ed elders for the ensuing year. Messrs. 
Samuel Bittner, Guy Hay and Charles 
Weimer were elected deacons. Rev. Roy 
Moorhead is the pastor. 


Stewardship Questionnaires have been 
received from Classical Committees of 14 
different Classes. The pastors of many 
more Classes will be sending in their 
Questionnaires at this time, and the Clas- 
sical Missionary and Stewardship Com- 
mittees all over the Church are trying to 
collect these documents in order that the 
material which they give may be studied 
and tabulated. 

In Zion Church, York, Pa., Rev. Dr. J. 
Kern McKee, pastor, Holy Communion was 
observed Jan, 12. The January issue of 
“Our Reminder” contained the treasurers’ 
annual reports. <A total of $18,338.56 was 
received during 1929. The Christmas offer- 
ing for the orphans was $958.53. The S. 8. 
enrollment on Jan. 5 was 998. 


Coming meetings which are to be held 
in the interests of the Reformed Church- 
men’s League are being announced by the 
secretary of the denominational league, 
J. Q. Truxal. The men of Clarion Classis 
will meet in two sections, one section on 
Feb. 25, and one on the 26th. A number 
of congregational groups are planning to 
hold similar meetings with Mr. Truxal, 
with a view to establishing chapters. 


Although a very large number of con- 
gregations of the Reformed Church made 
the Every Member Canvass in the latter 
part of November, or early December, 
quite a few are making it at this time, or 
within a few weeks. Literature for the 
canvassers and members, and charts and 
a Manual for the person in charge of the 
Canvass are all available from the Exece- 
utive Secretary, William E. Lampe, 316 
Schaff Bldg., 1505 Race St., Phila., Pa. 

Foreign Mission Day was observed in 
Bethany Church, Bethlehem, Pa., Rev. H. 
I. Crow, pastor, Feb. 9. The service pre- 
pared by the Board was used. The pastor 
writes: “This was one of the best services 
the Board has sent out. It gave our 
young people a part which they could do 
and which would be of permanent good to 
them. The whole congregation took part 
heartily in the singing and the responsive 
readings.” 

Saturday evening, Jan, 18, just prior to 
“Qommunion Sunday,” George Hemmyngs 
Hocking, III, and Carolyn Hocking, chil- 
dren of Mr. and Mrs. G. H. Hocking, and 
James-Burton Rush Scurfield and Suzanne 
Seurfield, children of Mr. and Mrs. J. B. 
Seurfield, were baptized by the pastor of 
the New Centerville Charge, Rev. Roy 
Moorhead, at the home of Dr. and Mrs. 
G. H. Speicher, Rockwood, Pa. 


The Christmas season was fittingly ob- 
served in the Weatherly, Pa., Charge, Rev. 


C. T. Moyer, pastor, Special programs 
were given in each of the 8 Churches. The 
program at Salem Church attracted an 
overflow audience at the first rendition of 
“The Heavenly Host,” which was repeated 
Dee. 29. Mrs. C. T. Moyer directed the 
pageant, Henry Hinkle the music, and Rev. 
Mr. Moyer the lighting effect. It was 
voted the best Christmas program given in 
the charge. 


A Community Standard Leadership 
Training School for Butler, Pa., and vicin- 
ity, was conducted in the North Street 
Church of Christ, Jan. 19-30, with an en- 
rollment of 107. Both Bethany and St. 
Paul’s Churches of Butler, and St. John’s 
at Evans City, were represented. Rev. F. 
R. Casselman, pastor of St. Paul’s Church, 
taught the class in New Testament., Mr. 
Casselman is the director of Christian Edu- 
cation in the Butler County Council of 
Religious Education, as well as chairman 
of Pittsburgh Synod’s Board of Christian 
Edueation. 

In Solomon’s Church, Macungie, Pa., 
Rev. L. G. Beers, pastor, Feb. 23 has been 
designated as Loyalty Sunday, and a goal 
of $750 has been set to liquidate all local 
indebtedness. Dr. George W. Richards will 
be the preacher in the morning and in the 
afternoon will assist in the German service, 
when the sermon will be delivered by Rev. 
Wm. Wolford. In the evening, Dr. Chas. E. 
Schaeffer will preach. The Bethany Or- 
phans’ Home Girls’ Glee Club will sing at 
the morning service. Holy Communion 
was observed Jan. 12; offering, $107.65 for 
Apportionment. 

In Grace Church, Jeannette, Pa., Rev. 
Ralph 8. Weiler, pastor, on Jan. 12 the 
following officers were installed: Elders 
Harry J. Stump and Harry G. Tussey; 
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and Deacons Perey Taylor, August De- 
coster and Ernest Matthews. The pastor 
presented a series of sermons on Happy 
Home Life, which created quite an inter- 
est. On Jan. 12 the pastor started a series 
of sermons on the subject: “What May We 
Believe?” The Communion service Jan. 5 
was the largest winter Communion for 
many years; 364 communed; Thank Offer- 
ing, $92. 

Rev. David Lockart, pastor of the 
Myerstown, Pa., Church, reported before 
the annual congregational meeting that he 
baptized 7 adults and 33 infants; per- 
formed 7 weddings; conducted 22 funerals; 
received 57 new members; made 582 pas- 
toral calls; the membership of the Church 
is now 651; total receipts for the year 
more than $12,000; S. S. receipts, $1,425; 
and $1,200 was added to permanent endow- 
ments which amount to more than $27,000. 
The pastor’s salary was increased $200. 
Rey. Mr. Lockart began the 4th year of 
his present pastorate Jan. 15. 


Rev. Frederick K. Stamm, formerly of 
Reading, Pa., was installed Jan. 13 as pas- 
tor of the Clinton Avenue Congregational 
Church, Brooklyn, N. Y. The sermon was 
preached by Dr. S. Parkes Cadman, prayer 
was offered by Dr. Percival Huget, the 
charge to the pastor was given by Dr. 
Charles E. Jefferson, of Broadway Taber- 
nacle, the Right Hand of Fellowship was 
offered by the Rev. Mr. Roraback, and the 
charge to the people was given by Dr. 
Nehemiah Boynton, a former pastor of 
Clinton Avenue congregation. We extend 
good wishes for a successful pastorate. 


In the Federated Reformed and Presby- 
terian Church, McConnellsburg, Pa., Rev. 
William J. Lowe, pastor, the winter Holy 
Communion was held in the Presbyterian 
Church with a good attendance. Following 
the Pastors’ State Convention, which was 
attended by the pastor of the Federated 
Church, together with other pastors of the 
community, Dr. James M. Mullan preach- 
ed to an audience of Reformed, Presby- 
terian and United Presbyterians in St. 
Paul’s Reformed Church, McConnellsburg. 
Dr. Mullan in this service represented the 
Commission of Comity of the Pennsylvania 
Council of Churches, of which he is chair- 
man, 


In the celebration of the Pentecostal 
Year, the congregations in Mercersburg, 
Pa., the Methodist, Lutheran, Presbyterian 
and Reformed, are uniting in a series of 
services during Lent. These services will 
be held in the respective Churches in rota- 
tion and the pastors will preach in turn. 
Plans are being made for a joint Com- 
munion service on Whitsundy, June 8, in 
which all the Churches will participate. 
A Community Leadership Training School 
is in progress, working for international 
credit. In the Reformed Church, Rev. C. 
B. Marsteller, pastor, the next monthly 
showing of motion pictures will be on Feb. 
26, when “Young America” will be shown. 
A winter pienic for Church and School, 
will be held on Shrove Tuesday. 


The “Messenger” recently called atten- 
tion to several of the notable books which 
have been published in recent weeks with 
reference to the Holy Spirit, and which 
have been called forth by the very general 
emphasis on the Pentecostal Year. We 
desire again, in this connection, to remind 
our readers of a remarkable book which 
was published by Harper & Brothers in 
1928, “The Christian Experience of the 
Holy Spirit,’ by H. Wheeler Robinson. 
This deserves to be ranked as a classic, 
and those who are making an intensive 
study of this most important subject will 
do well not to neglect Dr. Robinson’s mas- 
terly contribution. 


At the meeting of the Consistory of Zion 
Church, Cumberland, Md., Feb. 3, the Rev. 
H. L. Logsdon presented his resignation, to 
take effect March 1. After considerable 
discussion the resignation was reluctantly 
accepted. Rev. Mr. Logsdon has accepted 


the call of the Stoyestown, Pa., Charge, 
and will move to that place the latter part 
of February. The Zion folks are sorry to 
lose their pastor, but wish him well in 
his new field. The Supply Committee ap- 
pointed to function during the vacancy is 
composed of the following members: Mr. 
Otto Hafer, Sr., chairman, 353 Bedford 
street; Mr. C. G. Smith, and Mr. John A. 
Kreiling. Anyone interested in the pas- 
torate may address the chairman of the 
committee. 

A well-attended community service 
was held under the auspices of the Ushers’ 
League of the New Oxford, Pa., Church, 
of which Rev. H. E. Sheely is the popular 
pastor, on Feb. 16, at 2.30 p. m. The 
community Men’s Chorus rendered special 
music, the address was made by Dr. Paul 
S. Leinbach of the “Messenger”, and the 
local Lutheran and Methodist pastors par- 
ticipated. Dr. Leinbach also preached in 
the New Oxford Church in the morning 
and the Abbottstown Church in the eve- 
ning, the two congregations being served 
by Rev. Mr. Sheely. In spite of cold 
weather and icy roads, the attendance 
was gratifying. 


The Conyngham, Pa., Charge, Rev. Perry 
L. Smith, pastor, is now publishing “The 
Ten Minute Call” in mimeograph form in 
an attractive style. A winter picnic was 
held Jan. 23. On Jan. 30 the men were 
invited to a Church supper, served by the 
Woman’s Club, to hear an address by Rev. 
Russell Custer, of Mifflinburg, and to en- 
joy an evening of fellowship. The mem- 
bers of the charge were aftorded a real 
opportunity to hear 5 of the great preach- 
ers of America, who preached during Jan- 
uary in the Presbyterian Church of Hazie- 
ton; Dr. Parkes Cadman, Dr, A. J. Beaven, 
Dr. Henry Howard, Bishop F, J. MceCon- 
nell and Dr. G. Campbell Morgan. On 
Jan. 26 Prof. Charles Albert was the speak- 
er in behalf of the Anti-Saloon League. 


In St. John’s Church, Lewisburg, Pa., 
Rev. Henry -H. Rupp, pastor, the current 
issue of “The Bulletin” contains a report 
of the individual contributions to the sup- 
port of the Kingdom of God for 1929. 
Since Jan. 1, 4 new members have. been 
received. The total receipts during 1929 
were $7,771.54, an average contribution 
per member of $16.82. Total expenditures 
for current expenses were $3,753.31; and 
the sum paid out for all benevolences was 
$4,080.43; 52 per cent was paid “for 
others”, and 48 per cent for local purposes. 
This is the first time in the history of 
the congregation that the members gave 
more to others than they used for them- 
selves. 


The Kreutz Creek, Pa., Charge, consist- 
ing of Trinity Church, Hellam; Canadochly, 
Delroy, and Locust Grove, Windsor Town- 
ship, Rev. Walter E. Garrett, pastor, has 
issued its 8th annual directory in its usual 
helpful and attractive style. The 46 page 
booklet contains pictures of the pastor, 
who has served this charge since Nov. 1, 
1920; the first Union Church, and the 3 
Churches of the charge. There is a list 
of all members who have passed away 
since 1924, and the marriages performed 
since 1921. The history of the charge is 
given, together with the names of the 
pastors serving. The Church calendar is 
given, and a list of the red-letter dates 
for the current year. The officers’ names 
and a complete directory of the members 
are included. The Directory should prove 
very helpful to every member of the 
Charge. 


The Paris Theological Seminary, the fa- 
mous institution which in its early years 
was located at old Strasbourg, and now 
for 50 years has been rendering a useful 
service in Paris, France, is in a serious 
financial condition due to post-war condi- 
tions. The professors are struggling on 
with salaries altogether inadequate for the 
support of their families, and an American 
committee has been formed to obtain the 
aid necessary if this famous old Protestant 
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Seminary is to continue to serve the ever- 
increasing number of students who seek 
admission, An additional endowment of . 
$40,000 will meet the emergency. Over 
$16,000 has been pledged, and, therefore, 
$24,000 is to be raised by March 31, Any 
readers of the “Messenger” who are willing 
to contribute toward this most useful work 
can send their checks to William M. Kings- 
ley, treasurer, suite 1801, 475 5th Avenue, 
New York City. 


There is real activity among the men 
of the denomination with respect to the 
work of the Reformed Churchmen’s 
League. A number of meetings have been 
held with Classical or city groups, looking 
to the forming of chapters in the local con- 
gregations. The men of the Reformed 
Churches of Washington were addressed 
by Secretary J. Q. Truxal and Mr. Emory 
L. Coblentz, vice chairman of the denomi- 
national league. Representatives of the 
Reformed Churches of Baltimore met in 
the interests of the League and Dr. J. H. 
Apple, a member of the Executive Commit- 
tee of the Reformed Churchmen’s League, 
and Secretary Truxal were the speakers. 
A meeting called by the president of East 
Susquehanna Classis was attended by about 
50 pastors from that Classis, at which Dr. — 
EK. M. Hartman, also a member of the 
Executive Committee, spoke. Secretary 
Truxal spoke to the Royerstown congrega- 
tion, Lancaster Classis, on Feb. 16, and 
in Trinity Church, Reading, on the 20th. 


One of the most illuminating documents 
recently brought to the editor’s attention 
is the admirable report of Dr. Boyd Ed- 
wards, headmaster of Mercersburg Acad- 
emy, made to the last annual meeting of 
the Board of Regents of that institution. 
Not only is it a decidedly encouraging 
statement of the flourishing condition of 
that institution, but is a human interest 
story of rare charm and cogency. We 
wish we had space to quote many of its 
features. Suffice it to say here that in the 
department of athletics, in which the 
Academy has won so many records in the 
past, a great forward step has been taken 
and the motto of the department, which is 
being carried out in a remarkable degree, 
is “Athletics for the sake of the boy.” 


Every boy in the school participates in the 


kind of play best suited to his needs, and — 
85 per cent are engaged in outdoor play 
for 3 periods a week. It is regarded ju: 
as much a part of their education as hii 
tory or mathematics. We are indeb’ 
the Mercersburg Calendar for 1930 | 
excellent picture of the po] 


Fesruary 20, 1930 


master, which adorns our cover page in 
this issue. 


The Men’s Congress of the Southwest 
Ohio Classis was held in Salem Church, 
Cincinnati, O., Feb. 16. At the 3 P. M. 
session Rey. H. P. Ley presided; Mr. 
Oscar Droste read the Scripture. Rev. E. 
H. Wessler, D.D., offered prayer; the ad- 
dress was given by Rev. Harold N. Geist- 
weit, pastor of the 9th Street Baptist 
Church, Cincinnati; and the benediction 
was pronounced by Rev. C. O. Schroer. A 
luncheon and get-together hour preceded 
the 7 o’clock service, presided over by Rev. 
HK. E. Young; Elder F. M. Staver read the 
Scripture and Rev. George Longaker, D.D., 
offered prayer. The addresses were made 
by Prof. Edward D. Roberts, superintend- 
ent of the Cincinnati Public Schools; and 
Dr. A, V. Casselman, secretary of Mission- 
ary Education of our Church. Rey. Dr. 
H. J. Christman offered the closing prayer 
and pronounced the benediction. The 
Men’s Work Committee of Classis is as 
follows: Rev. H. P. Ley, Dr. H. J. Christ- 
man, Revs. Ervin E. Young and H. HE. 
Harsh, and Elders H. F. Wuenker and 
Ernest W. Schock. . 


In the Dover, Pa., Charge, Rev. J. Ed- 
ward Klingaman, pastor, Communions were 
held throughout the charge. At Salem 3 
members were received, Christmas services 
well attended. Offerings divided between 
Hoffman and Nazareth Orphanages. Salem 
gave $41.90; Shiloh, $17.20; Dover, $20.34. 
Ministerial Relief Day was observed: of- 
ferings: Salem, $2.37; Shiloh, $15.20; Do- 
ver, $16.50. Every Member Canvass was 
wnade in full at Salem and Dover, and in 
part at Shiloh. Home Mission Day sery- 
ices were held; offerings: Salem, $20.12; 
Shiloh, $5.20; Dover, $12.85. Salem and 
Dover paid 8/12ths of their Apportion- 
ment; Shiloh lacked $88 of paying 7/12ths. 
Salem and Dover ended the year with a 
balance in the Current Expense Account; 
Shiloh showed an arrearage in both ac- 
counts. Salem §8. 8. contributed $87.25 
for the support of a student worker in 
China. The pastor and members of each 
Consistory attended the fall meeting of 
Classis. Foreign Mission Day was ob- 
served at each Church, the S. 8S. super- 
intendents assisting the pastor. The pas- 
tor received a Christmas gift of $10.48 
from the Dover Church, and many other 
gifts found their way to the parsonage, 
for which the pastor and his family were 
grateful. It is expected to have observances 
of the Pentecostal Year at each Church. 
The pastor is taking part in the exchange 
of pulpits in Zion’s Classis on February 23. 
The pastor attended the annual meeting 
of the Anti-Saloon League in Philadelphia. 


Dec. 31 brought to a close a successful 
year in Trinity Church, Millersburg, Pa., 
Rev. Charles A. Huyette, pastor. Thirty 
members were added to the congregation 
during the year, the net gain being 26. 
When the year ended 7/12ths of the Ap- 
portionment was in the hands of the Clas- 
sical treasurer. The Apportionment has 
always been paid in full by Trinity con- 
gregation. During the year the number 
of “Messenger” readers was increased from 
16 to 41, with the number steadily grow- 
ing. This fine achievement was brought 
about by the faithful and efficient work 
of the “Messenger” representative, Wilbur 
Diehl, a high school student. An improve- 
ment debt of considerable proportions was 
paid off, and needed improvements are be- 
ing constantly made. A marked feature 
of the Christmas season was a cantata en- 
titled, “Lord of Lords and King of Kings,” 
which was rendered in a highly creditable 
manner by the choir, under the efficient 
direction of Mrs. Ralph Dreibelbis, with 
Prof. Harry Zerfing at the organ. By spe- 
cial request this cantata was repeated to a 
large audience Dec. 29. The offering to 
Bethany Orphans was $220, the largest 
ever given. One of a number of pleasing 
and worth while social affairs was a fellow- 
ship supper given by the Young Men’s 
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Bible Class, taught by Mr. J. M. Michael. 
The members and their wives to the num- 
ber of 68 enjoyed this occasion. A vigor- 
ous Lenten and Pentecostal program is be- 
ing launched, with one goal already 
achieved, the organization of a Girls’ 
Missionary Guild with 13 members. At 
the first Communion of the new year, five 
members were received, four by confirma- 
tion and one by letter. 


The Abbey Church, Huntingdon, Pa., 
has been enjoying a busy but happy sea- 
son. Recent accessions have brought the 
membership to 650. The new Church build- 
ings are used nightly. The City Music 
League, conducted by Prof. Carl Gilbert, 
of the Music Dept., of Juniata College, 
meets two and three evenings each week. 
The Areta and Kappa Chi organizations 
presented the comedy, “Such a Girl,’ in 
the Grand Theatre on Feb. 13 and 14. Dr. 
John Davis, prominent dentist and well 
known athlete of Pitt University, has been 
elected Scoutmaster of the Abbey Troop. 
Two organized classes will present an old 
time Box Social and Spelling Bee in As- 
sembly Hall Feb. 20. The pastor, Rev. 
H. D. MecKeehan, has just completed a 
series of Sunday night addresses dealing 
with sex and the life adjustments of young 
people. He has also concluded a series of 
week-night lectures, ten in number, dealing 
with the historic significance of Pentecost. 
Next month he will begin a series dealing 
with the implications of Pentecost in mod- 
ern society. Through the generosity of 
Mr. Stewart Kurtz, well known young 
business man, the doors of the main en- 
trance of the Abbey Church will be orna- 
mented with tracery of heavy wrought 
iron and brass. The design is from old 
European cathedral and castle doors. The 
G. M. G. is completing an every member 
canvass in behalf of the “Reformed Church 
Messenger.” Dr. Albert H. Gage, former 
director of Religious Education in Chicago, 
addressed and held a conference with the 
Church School teachers on Wednesday, 
Feb. 14. Foreign Mission Day was ob- 
served Sunday, Feb. 9. The Men’s League 
is putting forth effort to have Dr. Lynn 
Harold Hough, of Montreal, as week-night 
preacher in the near future. 


Holy Communion was celebrated in 
Christ Church, Bethlehem, Pa., Rev. Wm. 
H. Bollman, pastor, Jan. 5. At the morn- 
ing service new members were received. 
On Jan. 8 the annual congregational meet- 
ing and social was held. This event is 
always largely attended and of great in- 


ing mastoids. 
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WAR: BEHIND THE SMOKE SCREEN 


By WILLIAM C. ALLEN 


World traveler, lecturer and writer, which volume is said to be one of the best 
summaries yet produced for popular reading, telling of the terrible effects of 
An invaluable book for any Church worker interested preventing another 


Dr. Paul S. Leinbach, editor of the “Reformed Church Messenger,” and presi- 
dent of the Editorial Council of the Religious Press of America, recently made 
the following statements concerning the book “War! Behind the Smoke Screen,” 


“Mr. Allen pictures modern warfare in all its folly and futility. The fine sim- 
plicity of style and method serves to deepen a hundredfold the poignancy and 
power of this indictment of the war system and of those who are responsible for 
it. Especially is it a terrible warning to ecclesiastical systems, which have been 
all too easily bewitched by a false nationalism. 


Of the various volumes attempting to reveal war as it really is, I have seen 
none quite so convincing as this great little book. 
teacher and editor in the land would take it to heart. 


I wish every preacher and 


God grant that it may be used mightily to deliver us from the curse of using 
these days of peace to prepare for another war! 
solemn the warning voiced several years ago by Herbert Hoover, when he said: 
“The next war will be the cemetery of civilization.” 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION OF THE REFORMED CHURCH 
IN THE UNITED STATES 


Mr. Allen has made vivid and 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


terest. It was decided to renovate the 
Church auditorium during the summer 
months in preparation for the celebration 
of the 80th anniversary of the founding 
of the Church. The 3 newly elected dea- 
cons were ordained and installed Jan. 12, 
while those elders and deacons remaining 
in office were reconsecrated to the service. 
“Big Brother Night” was sponsored by the 
Brotherhood on Jan. 27, with all the boys 
from the Intermediate and Senior depart- 
ments of the 8. 8. as guests. An even 100 
were in attendance. The 5-reel feature 
picture showing Chas. Ray in “The Pinch 
Hitter” was viewed with great enjoyment. 
Robley Walters entertained at the piano 
during the performance. Games and “eats” 
followed. On Feb. 4 the Consistory held 
its annual reorganization and business 
meeting, which was preceded by the second 
annual dinner. Promptly at 6.30 the mem- 
bers and retiring members, together with 
their wives, gathered in the social room. 
The dinner was prepared and served to 40 
by the Truth Seekers’ Bible Class. The in- 
vitation to the women this year was a new 
feature. The special guest was David G. 
Samuels, organist of Christ Church, who 
has completed 82 years of service in that 
capacity. While the members of the Con- 
sistory were in session, the women met to 
discuss ways and means by which they can 
aid the Consistory in the furtherance of 
the work of the Church. One of the items 
undertaken is the arranging for and plac- 
ing of memorial flowers upon the altar. 
Mrs. E. F. Eberts placed at the disposal 
of the committee the sum of $100 for pur- 
chasing of flowers when needed. This gift 
is greatly appreciated. At the close of 
the last quarter in 1929 it was found that 
24 of the junior members of the S. S. had 
maintained a perfect attendance record. 
To fill the vacancy of junior school super- 
intendeney caused by the retirement of Mr. 
Merritt W. Brown, Mr. Edgar W. Shelly 
has been appointed. Mr. Brown has filled 
the office for 2 years and his work is much 
appreciated. 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Supt. 


Mrs. Susan C. Geary, one of our guests, 
age 84 years, has just returned from the 
Allentown Hospital after having under- 
gone a successful operation and having 
impressed the folks at the Hospital with 
her splendid disposition. She had been 
in the doctor’s care for some time, and 
one day he reported that she was develop- 
She was moved to the 
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Hospital for the operation. It was an 
unusual pleasure for me to visit her there. 
Her cheerful disposition attracted others 
about her, and she made many friends. 

Even though she could not hear, she 
was anxious to carry on conversation ‘with 
me. Not being prepared for that, I 
took from my pocket some envelopes, on 
the backs of which I wrote my part of 
the conversation, then showed it to her. 
I ran out of paper and our conversation 
had to cease. One evening when I visited 
her she told me that they had all kinds 
of ailments in the hospital. She said, “I 
have it in the head, my neighbor to the 
right has it in the foot, and another lady 
to my left has pain in her body.” Later 
when she had almost recovered, she said 
to me that now she could come home 
again. She told me that she could sit up 
out of bed and all that she could do just 
as well at the Home. When some days 
later we came to bring her back to the 
Home there was much evidence of her 
popularity. Being able then to hear a 
little again, other patients bade her good 
bye. ‘lhe nurses informed us that she 
had been a very good patient and they 
seemed proud of her. 

We would not be inclined to mention 
this matter at all were it not for the fact 
that this lady’s behavior was quite excep- 
tional while a patient. Too often aged 
patients will criticise the doctor, the dea- 
conesses, and other employees who assist 
in caring for them, and seem to be capable 
only of expressing displeasure. Such an 
attitude can not be helpful to the patient. 
However, there is some good in every- 
thing. Such an attitude will tend to de- 
velop patience and charity on the part of 
the doctor and others who may share in 
rendering the services. 


THE BERGER MEMORIAL HOME 
FOR THE AGED 


Mrs. Rufus W. Miller and a friend of 
hers came over to our Home on Friday 
evening, Jan. 31, and related a number of 
stories and personal incidents to the joy 
and benefit of our guests. 

Miss Werner and her class of girls from 
the Sunday School of the First Reformed 
Church, Philadelphia, entertained our 
guests in a very pleasant way on Monday 
evening, Feb. 10. The program consisted 
of songs, vocal and instrumental solos and 
choice readings. Refreshments were serv- 
ed and a very pleasant evening was spent. 

The name of our new matron is Mrs. 
Mattie F. H. Dambly. She has had a 
number of years of experience in institu- 
tional work in connection with the Mon- 
tessori School. Our hope is that she will 
remain with us for a period of years. 


—Charles B. Alspach, Supt. 


MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


The Board of Ministerial Relief caring 
for our aged and disabled ministers and 
their widows held its annual meeting Feb. 
5-6 in the Schaff Building. At no time 
in the 25 years of its history has the Board 
held a more delightful meeting. The year 
just closed has shown an increased inter- 
est in our work on the part of the Church. 
The receipts in our Relief Department for 
January are the largest in our history, 
while the Sustentation Department has 
shown a steady growth. 

In the Relief Department we cared for 
87 ministers, giving them $29,875.45, while 
166 widows received $42,560.01, a total of 
$72,417.46 given for Relief. This was 
$1,715.22 more than we received from the 
Apportionment. 

In the Sustentation Department, we 
eared for 2 ministers, 41 widows and 2 
orphans. We gave them $6,009.64. Wher- 
ever necessary their annuities were in- 
creased from the Relief Department. For 
example, if a minister received $250 from 
the Sustentation Department and that was 
not sufficient we increased his annuity to 
$500, if necessary $600 by adding the dif- 
ference from the Relief Department. 


Many people, even some ministers, are 
under the impression that a minister can- 
not receive any protection from the Sus- 
tentation Department until he is 70 years 
of age. This is a mistake. When a min- 
ister becomes a member of the Sustenta- 
tion Fund he will receive the protection 
of the Board when disabled. He may be 
30, 40 or 50 years of age. In ease of his 
death, his widow will receive the annuity 
without regard to age. 

Mr. A. Paul Gerhart gave an excellent 
report and detailed statement of his de- 
partment. 67 congregations have paid 
their quotas in full. In fact, they have 
paid $5,012.54 more than their quotas and 
they continue to make contributions to 
the Fund. 1,090 congregations are now 
contributing to this Fund. This is a gain 
of 123 over last year. We expect a corre- 
sponding increase this year. 

In the Eastern Synod 336 congregations 
out of a total of 574 are contributing to 
the Fund. In the Ohio Synod we have 178 
congregations out of 266 contributing. In 
the Northwest Synod we have 163 congre- 
gations out of 217 raising their quotas. In 
the Pittsburgh Synod we have 102 con- 
gregations out of 188 raising their quotas. 
In the Potomac Synod we have 178 con- 
gregations out of 311 raising their quotas. 
In Heidelberg Synod we have 85 out of 127 
raising their quotas, and in the Midwest 
Synod we have 85 out of 127 raising their 
quotas. 

The work in the Hungarian part of our 
Church is growing, especially in the East 
Hungarian Classis. From the above state- 
ment you can readily see where our work 
must be done. Many congregations have 
been building Churches and parsonages, 
and paying Chureh debts. Very few are 
neglecting this work because of ignorance 
or indifference and we believe that all will 
do their part if given time and proper in- 
formation on the absolute necessity of 
completing the Fund. 

We had hoped to have our first million 
dollars before the end of 1929. We were 
just a few thousand dollars short, but at 
the time of our board meeting we had 
$1,005,000. This should make every doubt- 
ing Thomas see that we are making most 
commendable progress and we trust that 
all our congregations, who up to this time 
have taken no part in raising their quotas, 
will begin at once to complete the task 
assigned to them. 

The Board desires to express its very 
high appreciation of the splendid response 
made by so many of our congregations. We 
would be helpless without the support of 
our ministers and people. To them belongs 
the honor of securing this first million dol- 
lars. Not only our aged ministers and 
widows, but the entire Church, can sing: 
“Praise God from Whom All Blessings 
Flow.” 

—J. W. Meminger, Secretary. 


TIME AND PLACE OF CLASSICAL 
MEETINGS ACCORDING TO DATES 
(SPRING, 1930) 


March 22, Wichita: Brown Memorial, 
Wichita, Kans., Rev. R. R. Bach, 244 8. 
Erie Ave., Wichita; May 1, Nebraska: 
Zion’s, Harvard, Neb., Rev. L. A. Moser, 
Harvard, Neb.; May 4, Eastern Hungarian: 
First, New York, N. Y., Rev. Geza Takaro, 
344 BE. 69th St., N. Y. C.; May 5, North- 
west Ohio: St. Paul’s, Bellevue, O., Rev. 
T. G. N. Beam, Bellevue, 0.; Southwest 
Ohio: First, Rising Sun, Ind., Rev. S. R. 
Brenner, Rising Sun, Ind.; Central Hun- 
garian: Hungarian, Johnstown, Pa., Rev. 
Chas. Krivulka, 824 Chestnut St., John- 
town, Pa.; North Carolina: Bethel, Gold 
Hill, N. C., Rev. Chas. W. Warlick, Mt. 
Pleasant, N. C.; May 6, Chicago: First 
Evang., Forest Park, Ill., Rev. Fred Kalb- 
fleisch, 1006 Elgin Ave., Forest Park, Il; 
May 7, South Dakota: Reformed, Marion, 
8. 'D., Rev. A. Kurtz, Marion, 8.).; 
Eureka: Fullerton, Fullerton, N. D., Rev. 


Erich Kaempchen, Fullerton, N. D.; May 
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8, Missouri: Hope, Cosby, Mo., Rev. F. O. 
Schnuelle, R. F. D. No. 1, Box 155, Cosby, 
Mo.; May 11, Zion’s: Salem, Union, Dover, 
Pa., Rev. J. Edward Klingaman, Dover, 
Pa.; Mercersburg: Solomon’s, Grindstone 
Hill, Pa., Rey. John C. Sanders, Marion, 
Pa.; May 12, East Pennsylvania: Salem, 
Gilbert, Pa., Rev. Frank W. Smith, Gil- 
bert, Pa.; Lancaster: Salem, Rohrerstown, 
Pa., Rev. Wm. D. Marburger, Millersville, 
Pa.; East Ohio: First, New Philadelphia, 
O., Rev. T. W. Hoernemann, New Phila- 
delphia, O.; Westmoreland: St. John’s, 
Larimer, Pa., Rev. Gustav A. Teske, Lari- 
mer, Pa.; Somerset, Rockwood, Pa., Rev. 
Roy Moorhead, Rockwood, Pa.; Allegheny: 
First, Homestead, Pa., Rev. D. J. Wolf, 
Homestead, Pa.; Western Hungarian; Hun- 
garian, Fairport Harbor, O., Rev. Louis 
Krisik, Fairport Harbor, 0.; May 13, Cen- 
tral Ohio: Calvary, Crestline, O., Rev. 
William Huber, Crestline, O.; Northeast 
Ohio: Grace, Clinton, O., Rev. I. W. Frantz, 
R. F. D. No. 1, Clinton, O.; Schuylkill: 
Trinity, Tamaqua, Pa., Rev. A. C. Thomp- 
son, Tamaqua, Pa.; Fort Wayne: St. 
John’s, Vera Cruz, Ind., Rev. Otto H. 
Scherry, Vera Cruz, Ind.; Kansas: New 
Basel, Dillon, Kans., Rev. W. J. Becker, 
Dillon, Kans.; Kentucky: Zion, Louisville, 
Ky., Rev. Chas. H. Schmitt, 1429 Hepburn 
St., Louisville, Ky.; May 14, Milwaukee: 
Emmanuel, Milwaukee, Wis., Rev. O. B. 
Moor, 1065 40th St., Milwaukee, Wis.; May 
18, Wyoming: Emmanuel’s, Hazleton, Pa., 
Rev. John N. Garner, Hazleton, Pa.; May 
19, Philadelphia: Heidelberg, Philadelphia, 
Pa., Rev. Arthur Y. Holter, 5740 N. 16th 
St., Phila.; West Susquehanna: St. John’s, 
Bellefonte, Pa., Rev. Robert Thena, Belle- 
fonte, Pa.; Tohickon: Salem, Doylestown, 
Pa., Rev. Chas. F. Freeman, Doylestown, 
Pa.; Lehigh: Jordan, Walbert’s, Pa., Rev. 
John L. Guth, Orefield, Pa.; Clarion: St. 
Peter’s, DuBois, Pa., Rev. Albert J. Knoll, 
DuBois, Pa.; St. Paul’s: Grace, Buffalo, N. 
Y., Rev. J. Wallace Neville, 869 Delevan 
Ave., Buffalo, N. Y.; Maryland: Mt. Tabor, 
Rocky Ridge, Md.; Gettysburg: St. Paul’s, 
Hanover, Pa., Rev. Edwin M. Sando, Han- 
over, Pa.; Carlisle: Mt. Zion, Allen, Pa., 
Rey. D. A. Brown, Carlisle, Pa.; Juniata: 
St. Paul’s, Altoona, Pa., Rev. V. D. Grubb, 
Juniata, Pa.; Balto.-Washington: Bethany, 
Baltimore, Md., Rev. J. G. Grimmer, 2803 
Brighton St., Baltimore, Md.; May 20, Vir- 
ginia: Christ, Shepherdstown, W. Va., Rev. 
Joseph E. Guy, Shepherdstown, W. Va.; 
May 26, Lebanon: St. John’s, Fredricks- 
burg, Pa., Rev. Chas. M. Rissinger, Fred- 
ricksburg, Pa.; Hast Susquehanna: Grace, 
Millgrove, Pa., Rev. A. L. Zechman, R. F. 
D., Catawissa, Pa.; Goshenhoppen: Zions- 
ville, Old Zionsville, Pa., Rev. James N. 
Blatt, Old Zionsville, Pa.; Reading: Rose- 
dale, Reading, Pa., Rev. Samuel Givler, 
Laureldale, Pa.; May 28, North Dakota: 
Kassel, Lincoln Valley, N. D., Rev. F. 
Fredricksmeier, Bismark, N. D.; June 2, 
West Ohio: St. John’s, Bluffton, O., Rev. 
A. K. Beisheim, Th.M., Bluffton, O.; June 
3, Iowa: St. John’s, Tipton, Iowa., Mr. C. 
F. Simmermaker (Secty.), Tipton, Iowa; 
June 10, New York: St. Paul’s, New York, 
Rev. J. Schmitt, 612 E. 141st St., N. ¥. C.; 
West New York: Jerusalem, Buffalo, N. Y.; 
German Philadelphia: Bethany, Lawndale, 
Phila., Pa., Rev. G. A. Haack, 512 Magee 
St., Phila., Pa.; Heidelberg: St. John’s, 
Laneaster, Pa., Rev. V. W. Dippel, Ph.D., 
Laneaster, Pa.; June 11, Sheboygan: Re- 
formed, Potter, Wis., Rev. Edward P. Nuss, 
Potter, Wis.; Minnesota: Zion, Waukon, 
Towa, Rev. Reuben R. Elliker, 111 Lincoln 
Ave., Waukon, Iowa; Ursinus: Melbourne, 
Towa, Rev. J. Neuenschwander, Melbourne, 
Towa; Edmonton: Zion, Brush Hill, Can., 
Rev. G. Gaiser, Box 99, Vegreville, Alta., 
Canada; June 12, Portland-Oregon; June 
18, Manitoba: St. John’s, Grenfel, Cam, 
Rev. J. Krieger, Morse, Sask., Can.; June 

3 (tentative), Lincoln: Grace, Sioux Ci 
Towa, Rev. L. Harrison Ludwig, 1618 ” 
14th St., Sioux City, Ia.; May 20, India 
apolis: Saron Ref., Dundas, Il, Re 
old E. Weber, Dundas, Tl. 
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What Will Your Statistics Prove? 

Ever since the meeting of the W. M. 8. 
G. S. in Hickory, N. ©., last May, many of 
us have been anxiously awaiting the sta- 
tistical secretary’s report of our member- 
ship for this year. We are eager to know 
if the net loss in membership of 352 was 
but a temporary slump or if we are really 
losing ground. 

As an organization we can never hope 
to carry on the work already begun, much 
less start any new work with a decreasing 
membership. We cannot expect to extend 
our borders unless we lengthen the cords 
and strengthen the stakes at home. 

We have but a few short weeks to work 
before the year’s reports must be in. Let 
each local W. M. S. put time, thought and 
energy into some plan whereby there may 
be a net increase this year. No doubt we 
are all wishing and longing for a larger 
membership, but wishing and longing never 
attained anything. We have to work for 
our desires. We will have to put more 
backbone and less wishbone into our work 
if we hope to have an increase in member- 
ship. 

Theodore Roosevelt used to say, “Work 
where you are, with all you have.” If we, 
each and all, adopt this for our motto as 
we work to build up our membership and 
then tie up that motto with these words 
found on the wall of an automobile agency 
in an eastern city, “It shall be done,” we 
shall accomplish much and our records this 
year will tell a different story. 


—Mapbel Cort Wright. 


Beginning with the issue of March 6, 
this column will be edited by Mrs. Edwin 
W. Lentz, 311 Market St., Bangor, Pa. In 
addition to having all the natural quali- 


Juntor Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


THE FAITH OF GEORGE WASHINGTON 


Text: Hebrews 11:6, “And without faith 
it is impossible to be well-pleasing .unto 
Him.” 


The writer of the epistle to the Hebrews 
has a great deal to say about faith. He 
uses the word more than thirty times in 
his epistle. The eleventh chapter is often 
called “the Faith Chapter,” where the word 
occurs twenty-four times. In the tenth 
chapter he quotes from Habakkuk, where 
God says, “My righteous one shall live by 
faith.” In our text the author says, “And 
without faith it is impossible to be well- 
pleasing unto Him,” meaning God. And 
then he adds: “For he that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that he is a 
rewarded of them that seek after him.” 

It takes men of faith and prayer to 
found and carry forward a nation, and our 
country was fortunate in having that kind 
of men at its helm from the beginning. 


fications, she has had much and varied 
experience as an editor and the W. M. 8. 
EH. 8. is fortunate in securing the services 
of Mrs. Lentz, who is the director of the 
Educational Commission of the W. M. 8. 
(GA ash 


The annual Thank Offering service of 
the W. M.8., G. M. G., and M. B. of Grace 
Church, Duquesne, Penna., of which the 
Rev. Alfred J. Herman is pastor, was held 
on Sunday evening, Nov. 24. Devotions 
were in charge of Mrs. E. C. Ramsey, presi- 
dent of the W. M.S. The Guild, under the 
direction of its president, Miss Hazel Car- 
ter, gave the playlet, “Inviting Mary Ann.” 
Mrs. Alfred J. Herman, the Mission Band 
Leader, directed the children in the pre- 
sentation of “Esther’s Question Answered” 
and in the songs “We Are a Missionary 
Band” and “Friends.” The girls sang 
“Follow the Gleam” and gathered the 
Thank Offering boxes. 


On the evening of Jan. 31, this Guild 
held a Covered Dish Banquet, one of their 
activities of Young People’s Week. Thirty 
members and friends of the Guild sat down 
at the long banquet table in the Primary 
Room of the Sunday School beautified by 
candles, flowers, place-cards and favors, all 
in the beautiful blue and gold, the G. M. 
G. colors, and laden with the delicious food 
which the girls had prepared. Mrs. Her- 
man, the counselor, acted as toastmistress. 
Miss Hazel Carter welcomed the visitors 
and talked on “Sharing the Christ with 
Our Friends.” Miss Helen Hicholtz acted 
as song and cheer leader and was respon- 
sible for the beautiful programs the girls 
found at their places. Readings were given 
by the Misses Pearl and Sara Dorman, and 
Rev. Mr. Herman spoke on “The Work of 
Young People in the Church.” On behalf 
of the Guild, Mrs. Herman presented Miss 
Margaret Ramsey and Miss Pearl Dorman 
with gifts as an appreciation of their ex- 
cellent work in the group. At the close 
of this delightful affair, the girls formed 
a Friendship Cirele around the table, sang 
a stanza of “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 
and were dismissed by the benediction. 
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Miss Amy ‘Watson, Abilene, Kans., G. M. 
G. and M. B. secretary of Kansas Classical 
W. M. S., is a student at the Philadelphia 
School for Christian Workers in Philadel- 
phia. Miss Watson visited the W. M. 8. 
headquarters in the Schaff Bldg., recently. 


The World Day of Prayer, March 7, 
1930, will be observed in the Chambers- 
Wylie Presbyterian Church, Broad Street 
below Spruce. Services are scheduled for 
10.80 A. M. and 2.00 P. M. There will be 
a box luncheon and get-acquainted meet- 
ing between sessions. “Let us come pre- 
pared to give a day of real intercession to 
our Lord, and we will be certain to receive 
a great blessing.” 


BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 


Sunday, Feb. 9, we observed Foreign 
Mission Day. We used the pamphlets 
prepared by the Mission Board and we 
found the services yery interesting and 
instructive. 

The children did their part of the pro- 
gram very well and Miss Snyder told the 
children in a pleasing manner some of the 
habits and superstitions of the Chinese 
children, 

We celebrated our winter Communion in 
the morning, Rev. Mr. Slough officiating. 

Today is Valentine’s Day and the mail 
bag was filled with boxes and letters. The 
children are busy watching for the mails 
and making Valentines and writing verses, 
some are very amusing. 

Last night we enjoyed a pleasant eve- 
ning, especially the children. The senior 
class of the Womelsdorf High School re- 
produced for us their Senior class play, en- 
titled “The Hen-pecked Hero.” It is need- 
less to say that the children enjoyed it and 
we appreciate their kindness in coming 
over and entertaining us in such a pleasing 
manner, 

There are some more good treats in store 
for us, which we are looking forward to, 
but we will tell you about them later. 


—Mrs. C. H. Kehm. 
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George Washington, who came to he called 
“the Father of His Country,” had faith in 
God or he could not have lived the kind 
of life he lived nor accomplished what he 
did in his life. Many a time his life was 
exposed to danger and men attempted to 
kill him, but God preserved him in a won- 
derful way until his great work was 
finished. 


So also was Abraham Lincoln a man of 
faith and accomplished the task God had 
given him to do. He was a great admirer 
of Washington from his boyhood through 
his whole life. He read Weems’ life of 
Washington again and again until he al- 
most knew it by heart, and Washington 
was his great ideal in life. In his later 
life Lincoln paid the following tribute to 
Washington: “To add brightness to the sun 
or glory to the name of Washington is 
alike impossible. Let none attempt it. 
In solemn awe pronounce the name, and in 


————_ LT 


THE PASTOR SAYS 

By John Andrew Holmes 
Today is a basket in which we 
carry all our yesterdays. 


its naked, deathless splendor leave it shin- 
ing on,” 

George Washington had religious advan- 
tages over those which Abraham Lincoln 
enjoyed. His ancestors and his family 
were members of the Episcopal Church, 
and, without doubt, Washington was early 
taken to Church, and in later life he was 
a regular worshiper in the now famous and 
historic Chureh at Alexandria. Visitors 
to that Church are shown the pew in which 
Washington sat. I sat in the pew myself, 
as many others have done, and I also 
stood in the pulpit from which the Gospel 
was preached to George Washington and 
others. 

A study of the traits of Washington’s 
character will convince any one that he 
was a man of faith in God and tried to 
square his life with the teachings of the 
Bible. He made the Golden Rule the prin- 
ciple of his life and character. He hon- 
ored his parents. He.was always truthful 
and honest. He bore himself in a polite 
and dignified way, yet he was humble and 
reserved. 

He has been thus described by Chauncey 
M. Depew, for some years a member of the 
United States Senate: “He stands the 
noblest leader who ever was entrusted with 
his country’s life. His patience under pro- 
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vocation, his calmness in danger, and lofty 
courage when all others despaired, his 
prudent delays when delay was best, and 
his quick and _ resistless blows when 
action was possible, his magnanimity 
to defamers and _ generosity to _ his 
foes, his ambition for his country and un- 
selfishness for himself, his sole desire of 
freedom and independence for America, 
and his only wish to return after victory 
to private life, have all combined to make 
him, by the unanimous judgment of the 
world, the foremost figure of history.” The 
only defect in this eulogy is the omission 
of any reference to his faith in God and 
the wonderful guidance of Divine Provi- 
dence during his whole life. 

To show what Washington thought of 
religion we need only remember what he 
once said about the relation of morality 
and religion: “Let us with caution indulge 
the supposition that morality can be main- 
tained without religion. Reason and ex- 
perience both forbid us to expect that 
national morality can prevail in exclusion 
of religious principles.” And to show that 
the same is true in the individual he ex- 
emplified it in his own life, where faith 
in God and an endeavor to do His will 
were the springs from which came his up- 
right life and excellent moral character. 

Another beautiful tribute to Washington 
is found in the little verse that Mrs. Mary 
Wingate wrote: 


“Q noble brow, so wise in thought! 

O heart, so true! O soul unbought! 
O eye, so keen to pierce the night 
And guide the ‘Ship of State’ aright! 
O life, so simple, grand and free, 
The humblest still may turn to thee. 
O king, uncrowned! O prince of men! 
When shall we see thy like again?” 


George Washington never had any chil- 
dren of his own, but he was a great lover 
of children, in which he showed the spirit 
of the Master, Who said: “And whoso shall 
receive one such little child in My name 
receiveth Me.” A sweet story is told which 
shows how fond Washington was of chil- 
dren. “One winter night a large house in 
a Northern State was brilliantly illumi- 
nated; the table was spread with fine silver 
and glass and bright decorations, while a 
number of good things were provided for 
eating. A guest was expected and the din- 
ner was spoiling. The domestic said that 
the guest had arrived an hour before and 
had been shown to a room, so that he could 
rest and wash before dinner. As he did 
not come down the host excused himself 
to his other guests and went upstairs. On 
his way he passed the nursery, and there 
sat the missing guest, a baby astride his 
foot. He was ‘riding the child to Boston’ 
and singing quite lustily ‘How the Derby 
was Won,’ to the delight of another child 
close by. When he saw his host, he was 
a little confused, but finished the song, 
then rose and bade the children good night. 
‘Say “Good night, and thank you, General 
George Washington”, said the father. 
‘Good night, and thank you, General 
George Washington, the children called 
after him. How happy those children must 
have been through life to remember the 
time when Washington forgot his dinner 
to play with them!” 

One of the outstanding incidents in 
Washington’s life, which shows his faith 
in God and faith in the cause that was 
dear to his heart, a story which some are 
now trying to discredit, is said to have 
happened at Valley Forge in the darkest 
period of the Revolutionary War. One 
day as Mr. Potts was passing through the 
woods near the camp, he heard the sound 
of a voice. As he stopped to listen, and 
looked through the trees, he saw General 
Washington on his knees, engaged in earn- 
est prayer. He passed quietly on, that he 
might not disturb him; and on reaching 
his home, he said to his family: “America 
will prevail!” as he related what he had 
seen and heard. 


No matter what any one else may say, I 


PEN PRICKS 
By John Andrew Holmes 


The ant-hill cannot see that the 
mountain is much higher than itself. 


believe that George Washington had strong 
faith in God, and I know that God helped 
him in a wonderful way. 

With the words of Townsend Allen I 
close this little tribute to the faith of 
George Washington: 


“O Washington, our Washington, again the 
rounding year 

Brings back to us thy natal day, which 
ever grows more dear. 

Aye, more and more we reverence thee, 
thou who didst build so well. 

The story of thy matchless deeds sire 
unto son will tell. 


O Washington, our Washington, we see 
thee kneeling there, 

Amidst the snows of Valley Forge, with 
hands upraised in prayer. 

The God of battles heard thy call and 
succor to thee sent. 

Through all those weary, anxious years 
His angel with thee went. 


O Washington, our Washington, be thou 
our guiding star. 

As thou didst lead us in the past, still 
lead us from afar; 

Still Father of thy Country be, guard and 
protect thy land, 

And may the ship of state e’er feel thy 
wise and steadfast hand. 


O Washington, our Washington, on blue 
Potomac’s shore 

Thy body lies in sleep eterne, at rest for- 
evermore. : 

But thy great soul lives on and on; more 
glorious grows thy fame, 

And millions yet unborn will add their 
praises to thy name.” 


HOME EDUCATION 


‘‘The Child’s First School is the Family’’ 
—Froebel 


THE LIAR 
By Russell M. Coryell 


When I was a little boy, my family 
considered me an awful liar, and my three 
older brothers stated the fact both fre- 
quently and warmly to me and to others 
in my presence. But you know, I think 
they misjudged me. I wasn’t an awful 
liar. I was an exceptionally good one. 
And why wouldn’t I be with three older 
brothers to learn the technique from? I 
also learned some of the more subtle forms 
of deception from my mother and father 
and their grown up friends. 

For example, I remember one day when 
I had ‘‘swiped’’? a cake of sweet choco- 
late and shared it with my brothers. 
Mother inquired about it casually—oh, very 
easually, if you know what I mean—sv 
that I knew at once that I had been dis- 
covered. The inquiry was made in some 
such roundabout way as this: ‘‘Boys, I had 
a cake of sweet chocolate, which I think 
I put on the upper shelf of the pantry, but 
now it isn’t there. I wonder if any of you 
have seen it.’’ 

We had not only seen it, we had eaten 
it, and Mother knew that, and we knew 
that she knew it. If she really hadn’t 
known, her manner would have been quite 
different. We could read her as readily as 
a book. Most children can read their par- 
ents. . What she wanted was to give us a 
chance to ‘‘come out courageously and tell 
the truth.’’ She didn’t want to accuse us 
for fear of frightening us into a lie, and 


she didn’t want to ask a direct question 
that could be answered by ‘‘yes’’ or ‘‘no’’ 
because ‘‘no,’’ being the shorter word, 
was likely to be chosen in preference to 
“‘yes.’? So she employed a perfectly trans- 
parent ruse, and a ruse to the keen, ele- 
mental mind of a child is just the same 
as a lie. 

And what did my older brothers do in 
this crisis? They didn’t try to lie out of 
it. Oh, no! They knew it wouldn’t do 
any good. So they looked first naively 
surprised and then indignantly accusing— 
at me. “Why, Mother,” said they, “we ate 
it. Russell brought it out to us and said 
you had given it to him.’’ 

The worst of it was, I had said just that. 
I had said it but they hadn’t believed it 
and I knew they hadn’t believed it and 
they knew that I knew it. In fact, the 
whole proceeding had been fabricated in 
duplicity. It was a system we had work- 
ed before and went like this: My oldest 
brother would lead us all to some distance 
from the house and would then say to me, 
‘“Russ, there’s a cake of sweet chocolate 
on the top shelf of the pantry. Go ask 
Mother if we can have it.’? They knew 
perfectly well, by experience, that I should 
take it without asking, thus insuring my 
self and them against the possibility of 
refusal, while they were provided with a 
perfect alibi. And as for me, I knew 
Mother and Father didn’t believe in 
whipping. The worst that would happen 
would be that they would talk to me sor- 
rowfully about the pain it gave them to 
have a son who would lie to them, I knew 


I was expected to ery after a while and | 


then it would be all over. 

There were other times when Mother 
would pretend to believe me. She would 
say with great candor and sincerity: ‘‘If 
you say it is true, Russell dear, I know 
it must be. Remember that I trust you 
absolutely.’? But of course I knew she 
didn’t believe me and didn’t trust me but 
was just trying to make me confess by 
shaming me. It struck me as an agreeable 
though rather silly method and I swore 
with equal candor and sincerity that I was 
telling the absolute truth. 

On the whole I think I deceived my 
parents more successfully than they de- 
ceived me, and my advice to parents is: 
Don’t lie to your children any more than 
is absolutely necessary, because you can’t. 
deceive them anyway and there is always 
the chance that if you are truthful with 
them they may be truthful with you. It 
isn’t likely that they will, but they may. 
Children will do almost anything to imitate 
their parents. 

As for the way I treat my own son: 
Well, I try to be honest. It is very diffi- 
cult, I admit, but I’m always upheld by 
the thought that if I try to lie to him he’ll 
surely see through it—and then where has 
my prestige gone to? 


‘(The value of a well conducted kinder- 
garten as a foundation for further success- 
ful education development can hardly be 
over-estimated. This conclusion is from 
my own children’s experience and from 
my observation of other children.’?? — 
William J. Boone, President, The College 
of Idaho, Caldwell. 

The National Kindergarten Association 
will gladly assist any who are interested 
in procuring this benefit for their children, | 
Write to the New York office, 8 West 
Fortieth Street. ' ; 


If some men had money to burn they 
would want to borrow a match. : 


—Florida Times-Union, 


Judge (sternly) —“Well, what’s | 
excuse for speeding sixty miles an h 
Victim—*“T had just heard, your 
that the ladies of my wife’s church 
giving a rummage sale, and I was hu 
home to save my other pair of tre 
Judge—“Case dismissed.” — 
L - —The Presbyte 
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Willie—“What time does the tide come 
in, Mr. Fisherman?” 

“Why, you young rascal, I’ve told you 
four times already. At 5.55.” 

Willie—‘Yes, I know; but I like to see 
your whiskers wobble when you say ‘5.55’.” 


Manager—“What’s the idea of sitting 
out there, absolutely silent for five min- 
utes?” 

Saxophonist—“That was a request num- 
ber.” —Pathfinder. 


The Family Altar 


By the Rev. John S. Gekeler 
HELP FOR WEEK FEB. 24-MARCH 2 
Practical Thought: “Come unto Me, all 


ye that labor and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest.” 


Monday—Divine Credentials. 
Matthew 11:1-6, 

Can we sympathize with John the Bap- 
tist in his prison? We shall fail to grasp 
Jesus’ gracious reply unless we do. John’s 
faith was undergoing a severe testing. He 
reaches out to the only source known to 
him for help. If Jesus is not the looked- 
for, he will have been keenly disappointed; 
but he will continue to look for one who 
ean fulfill the Ideal. Patiently Jesus sends 
back word. “Tell John what things ye 
see.” The Ideal is met and fulfilled in 
the Real. The things Jesus did and what 
He was could only come from Him whom 
John felt Him to be. Jesus is Himself the 
all-sufficient credential for faith and love. 
Faith asks, “Art Thou He?” Faith finds 
its own answer in Him: “Thou art the 
Christ.” 

Prayer: Open our eyes that we may see 
Thee in all Thy beauty, O Christ. Grant 
light when clouds lower that would shut 
Thee out. Amen. 


Tuesday—tThe Divine Sonship of Jesus. 
Matthew 11:25-30. 

One of the prominent things about Jesus 
is His clear consciousness of His relation- 
ship with God. We trace it from the first 
recorded saying until the final utterancé 
upon the cross. The fact that He was 
God’s Son never left Him. Neither should 
it be absent from our thinking concerning 
Him. As it comforted and strengthened 
Him so will it us in our endeavor to live 
as we should and as we would. Whether 
the two sections of our reading are in 
correct position with regard to each other 
is not of our concern, but it is significant 
that the offer of rest follows the statement 
of Divine Sonship, because the ability 
to fulfill the offer is dependent upon Jesus’ 
being Divine. There is solid ground be- 
neath our feet as we stand upon the 
promises, : 

Prayer: Dear Saviour, we rejoice in the 
fact of Thy Divinity. We adore Thee as 
the Son of God. Thou art fully able to 
provide for all our needs. We pray for 
firmer, clearer faith. Amen. 


Wednesday—tThe Lord of the Sabbath. 
Matthew 12:1-8. 

The traditions of the scribes and the 
rabbis had thrown around the Sabbath a 
hedge that made of it a burden. In great 
beneficence God had established the day 
for the welfare of men. In their endeavor 
to keep the day sacred the first purposes 
of the day were overlooked, and the day 
was exalted above men. It has been well 
said by a recent writer that “in any issue 
Jesus was definitely on God’s side, which 
was always the side of true human inter- 
est.” So in the present instance Jesus 
sided with the hungry disciples who rub- 
bed the heads of grain together on the 
Sabbath day in order to get a bite of food. 
In keeping the Sabbath holy it must be 


made to conform to the highest welfare 
and need of men. That does not detract 
from the religious purposes and usages of 
the day, but on the contrary adds to them. 
Man’s highest welfare lies in close rela- 
tion to his connection with God. 

Prayer: Implant within us, dear Saviour, 
a desire to use the Sabbath as unto Thee. 
So will all our days become sacred and 
dedicated to holy service. Amen. 


Thursday—Peter’s Testimony. 
Matthew 16:13-20. 


Peter’s great confession was a fruit of 
months of fellowship in the company of 
Jesus. Once he had accepted the word of 
another as to Jesus when Andrew, a dis- 
ciple of the Baptist, came with excitement 
in his voice, and said, “We have found 
the Messiah.” Now, he says this for him- 
self and the rest, as their spokesman. To 
be of value a confession must be one’s 
own, the fruit of one’s experience. “Thou 
art the Christ!” But experience alone 
cannot yield so rich a fruit. “Flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but 
My Father which is in heaven.” But the 
Father whispers to us through our experi- 
ence. Blessed are they who in no parrot 
fashion say with Peter, “Thou art the 
Christ.” 

Prayer: Holy Jesus, Thou art indeed 
God’s own Son, the Christ of God to us. 
Our Saviour in ecstacy of love we hail 
Thee. Grant us Thine aid in living lives 
of humble testimony that men may join 
with us before Thy throne in glad praise. 
Amen. 


Friday—Nathaniel’s Testimony. 
John 1:48-51. 

Pure-hearted, sincere Nathaniel was at 
first dubious of his friend’s assurance that 
they had found Him of whom all their 
Seriptures taught. That God should de- 
scend and dwell in human form was beyond 
comprehension. And then to be told that 
the Prophet had come from despised Naz- 
areth! “Can there any good thing come 
out of Nazareth?” It was all so incred- 
ible. But when Jesus spoke to him all 
became changed. When he felt that Jesus 
could read his heart and life, and knew 
him before he had come into his physical 
presence: why, this could be no other than 
the Son of God. The former and the later 
experience of the disciples agree, Jesus is 
God’s Christ! Upon that confession we 
build our faith until we, too, know beyond 
all doubt that He is the Christ our Saviour. 

Prayer: : 
“Yea, through life, death, through sorrow 

and through sinning, 
Christ shall suffice me, for He hath suf- 


ficed; 

Christ is the end, for Christ was the 
beginning, 

Christ the beginning, for the end is 
Christ.” 


—F. W. H. Myers. 


Saturday—Jesus’ Oneness with the Father. 
John 14:1-11, 


Philip was correct when he asked for a 
vision of God. Nothing less can satisfy the 
human heart. The prophet of the long ago 
sensed this when he said, “The people per- 
ish where there is no vision.’ But Jesus is 
God; so Philip had seen God, though un- 
comprehending Him. Love held him fast 
to Jesus, and love secured its reward in 
finding God through and in Him, He who 
sees Jesus sees God. 

Prayer: 

“Down on the shadowed stream of time 
and tears 
Voice of new grief and grief of an- 
cient years— 
Sad as when first from loving lips ’twas 
sighed— 
’Hadst Thou been here, my brother had 
not died. 


“Comfort us, Lord, who 
Martha’s plaint, 


heards’t poor 
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Any book advertised in 
this journal 


—any book reviewed or 
mentioned in this journal 


ANY book you want to 
buy can be bought from 


the— 
Board of Christian Education of the 
Reformed Church in the U. 8S. 


1505 Race Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Postage Postpaid : Prompt Service 


Heal the sore heart, uplift the spirit 
faint— 

O Thou, the Peace that cometh after 
strife! 

O Thou, the Resurrection and the Life.” 


—Catherine E. Conway. 


Sunday—Jesus the Messiah Forecast. 
Isaiah 61:1-9. 


The drawings of the prophets and the 
full picture of Jesus in the Gospels agree 
as does the photograph and the original. 
Only in this case the photograph came first 
in point of time. Bit by bit the picture 
of the Messiah was given to the inspired 
writers, to be filled in detail by later ones, 
At last in fullness of time came Jesus. 
When John the Baptist, out of the gloom 
of his prison house, sent asking, “Art thou 
HE?”’, Jesus turned for him the picture 
book of the prophets and told him to com- 
pare what he beheld. To see the likeness 
requires no vision of faith; naught but the 
open mind, Then from the contemplation 
we turn back to Jesus and look enrapt, 
and ery with Peter and Nathaniel and all 
the disciples, “Thou art the Christ, my 
Lord, my Saviour, my God!” 

Prayer: Help us, O Lord, as we contem- 
plate enraptured to turn away and live out 
that which we have beheld in Thee. In 
all our contacts with men may they know 
beyond any question that we are Thine. 
Amen, 


Making a Start—“Grocery butter is so 
unsatisfactory, dear,” said the young wife. 
“T have decided today that we would make 
our own.” 

“Oh, did you!” said her husband. 

“Yes, I bought a churn and ordered but- 
termilk to be left here regularly. Won’t 
it be nice to have really fresh butter?” 


—New York World. 


The Dog that was Left 
Behind 


By Marjorie Dillon 


One day in late autumn, ninety and nine 
years ago, the Lincoln family moved. In 
those days there was no yan to move peo- 
ple efficiently from one place to another 
—no express car to carry household goods 
from a little cabin on Pigeon Creek in 
Indiana to the banks of the Sangamon in 
Illinois. But Thomas Lincoln was better 
off than he had been when he moved his 
family from their Kentucky farm. 

That time he and his seven-year-old son, 
Abe, had tramped the hard hundred miles 
of uncleared region, while his wife, Nancy, 
and little Sarah, rode work horses which 
carried also their small stock of worldly 
goods. Today the Lincolns packed things 
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into a covered wagon drawn by four 
strong but slow oxen. 

Abe’s stepmother, Sally, rode with her 
precious forty-dollar bureau, her good set 
of chairs, the clothes chest, bedding, and 
kitchen utensils. Her boy John climbed 
up to look out for Abe’s beloved books and 
the family tools and guns. They were to 


camp out along the way, though the 
ground was stiff with frost and an early 
winter had already set in. 

“Where’s Abe?” demanded Mr. Lincoln, 
impatient to get started on the long, hard 
journey. “Not off somewhere reading, I 
hope.” 

Sally shook her head. She loved her 
big, lanky stepson, and her tender heart 
ached for the boy who, she knew, had 
gone for the last time to visit his mother’s 
grave. 

“Here he comes,’ said John, as Abe 
came striding toward them, followed by 
the homely little dog, Rover. John began 
to chant: 


“T had a little dog, his name was Rover, 
And when he died, he died all over!” 


Off started the patient oxen, and off 
went the Lincolns, bumpity-bump over the 
frozen ruts. At midday the ground would 
thaw just enough to make the mud sticky 
and hinder progress. How that family 
would have stared if anyone had predicted 
that some day the journey could be made 
speedily in a comfortable closed car, to 
say nothing of the magic of an airplane 
flight over the same region! It would have 
sounded to the backwoods boy, Abe, like 
a tale from the Arabian Nights that 
amused him often in the evening firelight. 

Bumpity-bump over the Indiana hills, 
creaking and tugging through woods and 
swamps. There were no bridges; so the 
unwilling oxen must be goaded to ford 
streams, where they crashed through the 
ice that covered the surface of the water 
like thin glass. Bumpity-bump, a few 
bone-racking miles a day, with all the dis- 
comforts of travel in pioneer times. 

“Where’s Rover?” exclaimed Abe one 
morning when they had forded a wide 
ice-crusted creek and were plodding along 
near the Llinois line. 

Nobody answered, but faintly in the dis- 
tance, little left-behind Rover spoke for 
himself: “Wuff! Wuff!” How could they 
forget him like that? 

“Well, now, I’m not going to turn this 
wagon around and go to a lot of trouble 
just for a fool ornery dog,” declared 
Thomas Lincoln in disgust. And even 
kind-hearted Sally, who often coaxed him 
to do things against his will, was silent. 
It was so cold, so wearisome, she couldn’t 
bear to think of retracing a single step. 

Long-legged Abe swung down over the 
wheel, his dark eyes soft with compassion. 

“You drive right on,” he told his father. 
“We'll catch up with you in three shakes 
of a sheep’s tail.” : 

He was running back over the rutty 
trail, and around the bend; Rover caught 
sight of him and barked and wagged in 
wild relief. Off went Abe’s clumsy boots. 
He rolled up his breeches and waded into 
the ice-choked stream, deeper, deeper, till 
it was above his knees. Another minute, 
and Rover was in his rescuer’s arms, lick- 
ing Abe’s face and hands in eager grati- 
tude. With all his doggish might he tried 
to explain how he had merely dashed off 
after a smart-aleck of a rabbit. 

“T know,” said Abe kindly, “but after 
this you stay with the wagon, or you'll be 
dead all over sure enough.” 

And Rover promised penitently with a 
lick of his tongue and a sharp, “Wuff, 
Wuft!” 

(All rights reserved.) 


“T prithee, my good man, couldst tell 
me what the Scotchman with twins did?’ 
“Nay, what did he?” 
“Why, he took a picture of one of them!” 
—Rutgers Chanticleer. 


A LESSON ON POLITENESS 


I want you, little son, to always be 
polite, 

“Good morning” is not hard to say, 
neither is “Good night’; 

A little “Thank you” for a gift or 
for a friendly word, 

And “Thank you,” “If you please,” 
when at the table served. 

“Beg pardon” or “Excuse me,” when 
you some harm have done, 

With “Won’t you forgive me?” your 
pardon you'll have won. 

Try always to speak kindly and be 
always cheerful too, 

And ever do the right in all tasks 
assigned to you; 

In every day, in every way, be as 
helpful as you can, 

And when you are grown up, you’ll 
be a gentleman. 


—A. I. M. 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWERS TO—DOUBLE-TIED WORD 


CUBE, No. 5 
Ai De Ly Es! 
Bh LB N, 
AN OS Ne 
Pe be Ne- On Wy 
SotN Sieve 


CURTAILED WORDS, No. 5 


1. Curtail a mental concentration or con- 
clusion and get nevertheless, yet. Cur- 
tail this word twice and find a personal 
pronoun, 

2. Curtail a floor covering twice and catch 
a certain kind of fish. Cut off its tail 
and you have a vehicle. Curtail it and 
find the symbol for Calcium. 

3. Curtail to moisten with dew and find 
the hero of one of George Eliot’s nov- 
els. Curtail his name and secure a good 
place to sleep. Curtail once more and 
get a form of the verb “is”. 

4, Curtail a small book used by beginners 
and see a thing having first merit or 
value, Curtail and discover a formally 
neat or precise person. 

5. Curtail twice a field of lowland gener- 
ally covered with grass, and get a drink 
generally flavored with sarsaparilla. 
Curtail twice and get a personal pro- 
noun, 

6. Curtail twice a territory bought by the 
United States from Russia and find an 
expression of sorrow. Curtail this word 
and find one used in speaking of a 
wing or wing-like parts. ‘Clip its wing 
and get a boy’s nickname. 

7. Curtail a word meaning “renowned” and 
get one meaning “to observe with care.” 
Curtail and get a negative adverb. 
Curtail once more and you have a word 
of denial. 

—A. M. S$. 


In the American advance during the 
final days of the war a sergeant ordered 
a colored private to go into a dugout and 
clean out any Germans who happened to 
be there. The colored soldier blanched a 
bit, swallowed his Adam’s apple, and then 
said to his corporal, “If you sees two or 
three men come a runnin’ out dat hole, 
don’t shoot de first one!” 

—New York Christian Advocate. 


“Jimpson is very attentive to his wife, 
it appears.” 
“Yes; he always oils up the lawnmower 
for her before he goes to the office.” 
—Cincinnati Enquirer. 
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A TRUE STORY ABOUT EDISON 


(That great wizard of modern inven- 
tion, Mr. Thomas A. Edison, who cele- 
brated his 83rd birthday on Feb. 11, is 
well known to be a man of many accom- 
plishments. Some “Messenger” readers, 
however, may not have learned of the fol- 
lowing accomplishment, of which we. are 
reminded by Mr. Walter Yust, in the 
“Philadelphia Public Ledger.” It is as 
follows.) 

Thomas A. Edison used to be able to 
write the Lord’s Prayer in a circle the 
size of a dime. My authority is the late 
Edward W. Bok, who tells in his remi- 
niscences how on one occasion he saw the 
inventor actually do it. It was many years. 
ago when one day Edison looked at young 
Bok—then in his first job—quizzically and 
asked: 

“Have you the Lord’s Prayer in a handy 
form so that you can carry it around with 
you and read it, as you should, every day?” 

Bok shook his head in the negative. 

A dime was produced and Edison pro- 
ceeded: 

“We take this dime so,” and he placed 
it on a piece of paper, “and then we 
draw a circle around the edge; close, see, 
so that the circle is just as large as the 
outside of the dime. There. Now, then 
what do you think I am going to do? T 
suppose you have asked yourself, ‘What 
has all that got to do with the Lord’s 
Prayer?’ Well, I don’t blame you. Dm 
getting old, son, do you know it? Getting 
talkative. Sure sign. 

“Now, then,” he continued, his fine, 
thoughtful face wreathed in smiles, “I’m 
going to write the Lord’s Prayer in that 
circle for you. Sure. You think I can’t 
do it, hey? Well, you watch.” 

And, adds Mr. Bok, he did, as I watch- 
ed him as only a boy could watch and see 
an unbelievable miracle wrought in his 
presence, ; 

When Edison had finished he said: 

“Now, of course, you can’t read it with 
the naked eye, but it’s all there, every 
word and comma and dot. Just see if it 
isn’t” 

He fished out of his pocket a small mag- 

nifying glass, which was his inseparable 
companion, and handed it to the amazed 
lad. 
' “With breathless interest,’ says Mr. 
Bok, “I looked through the glass and every 
word in the Lord’s Prayer came before 
me.” 


Birthday Greetings | 


By Alliene S. De Chant 


Let’s pretend that the Stewardship De- 
partment in our Schaff Building, Phila., is 
a tower like the one on Big Round Top, 
Gettysburg, and that your Birthday Lady 
is up there, holding to her eyes something 
that is very long and thin. She turns it 
this way and that; sometimes she turns it 
about and points it in quite a different 
direction. It’s a thing of magic, for if I 
hold it properly, I can see the homes of 
you and you, no matter if you’re so far 
away as our Winnebago Indian School, or 
down south at our Orphans’ Home at Naz- 
areth, or so near as the Quakertown R. D. 
parsonage, where Lewis Donat lives. 
Yowre hard at work, I can see—at your 
desk or at your drawing board, for you 
have entered our eighth Stewardship Con- 
test that ends March 16. I can see too, 
what the title of that essay is, that you 
are writing. For those of you aged 9 to 
11, it’s “What I Would Do With a Dollar 
Given Me On My Birthday,” isn’t it? And 
for us 12, 13 and 14 year-olds, it’s “Warm- | 
hearted Dr. Grenfell in Frozen Labrador.” 
Yowre writing and drawing now, because 
ever since the contest started January 7, — 
you’ve been thinking how you would s 
that birthday dollar, how you would 
sign your poster, and reading books li 
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Mr. Matthew’s “Wilfred Grenfell.” But 
the most wonderful part of my long, thin 
instrument, is that I can see into your 
minds—see that you are remembering that 
you will stick so close to your subject that 
there’s not a bit of danger of running 
away from it; that neatness and style are 


important, and that your very own words 


and thoughts can tell far better than any 
book, what YOU really think about Stew- 
ardship. “Stewardship Tower” greetings, 
therefore, to all my Groups A and B con- 
testants who are such good stewards of 
money, time and talents, that you want to 
share that joy with others by writing es- 
says and designing posters. P. S.—Just 
think! Last year, folks from 45 Classes 
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of our Church sent to our “Stewardship 
Tower” for 3,666 Stewardship packets! 
And remember the picture we printed in 
our corner, of our Indianapolis winner of 
a poster prize? P. S. again—EKight new 
members from the Sabillasville, Md., 
Charge. Our good, faithful friend, Mrs. 
Mark Deickman, sent them. We welcome 
each boy and girl heartily. 


A LOCAL PREACHER’S DEBT TO CHURCH AND LABOR 


A little over fifty years ago the Metho- 
dist Church under God was the instrument 
of giving me my spiritual conception of 
life. It also gave me my inspiration for 
my lifework. And let me add, the organ- 
ized Labor Party of this country gave me 


Mrs. 


© CS 0 5990 S590 S550 SSS 0 SS 0 S50 


NEWS OF THE WEEK 
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my opportunity. It gave me my oppor- 
tunity in taking me from the iron foundry 
and placing me on the Neweastle City 
Council, and eventually sent me to the 
House of Commons,— Arthur Henderson, 
British Foreign Minister. 


President Hoover announced Feb. 4 that 
he would at once appoint a commission 
to study the problem of how and when to 
withdraw the American military forces 


from Haiti. The House approved the reso- 
lution appropriating $50,000 for a study 
of Haitian conditions, passed by the 
Senate. 

Charles E. Hughes, Jr., will resign as 
Solicitor General when the appointment 
of his father as Chief Justice of the Su- 
preme Court is confirmed by the Senate. 

Six hundred deaths from smallpox have 
been reported within a fortnight in the 
State of Morelos, Mexico. 


Two hours after Pascul Ortiz Rubio took 
the oath of office as President at Mexico 
City, Feb. 5, an attempt was made to as- 
sassinate him. The wound is not serious. 
Six pistol shots were fired, slightly wound- 
ing also the new president’s wife, niece 
and 4 others. The young assailant, who 
was captured, said the plan was to kill the 
entire cabinet and seize the government. 
The belief is that the attempted assassina- 
tion was part of a plot hatched by Vascon- 
celistas. Jose Vasconcelos was the de- 
feated anti-re-electionist party candidate, 
and foremost political rival of Senor Ortiz 
Rubio. 

Without a dissenting vote, the House 
Feb. 5 approved the Wood resolution to 
provide $5,368,000 to finance the pilgrim- 
age of gold star mothers and widows of 
World War veterans to European battle- 
fields. The fund will remain available un- 
til 1934 to permit the 11,440 mothers and 
widows entitled to make the pilgrimage to 
the graves. 

Automobiles caused 655 deaths in 78 
large cities of the country in the 4-week 
period ended Jan. 25, the Department of 
Commerce has announced. This compared 
with 612 during the 4-week period ending 
Jan, 26, 1929, 

In 30 years the Jewish farm popula- 
tion of the United States has increased 
from 1,000 persons to 100,000, according 
to the annual report of the Jewish Agri- 
cultural Society issued recently. The area 
under cultivation by Jews in the United 
States is estimated at 1,000,000 acres, 

John F. J. Herbert, Prohibition admini- 
strator for the Montana-Idaho district, was 
exonerated of all charges of misconduct in 
office and ordered to return to his post. 
The orders came from Dr. James M. Doran, 
Prohibition Commissioner. An attack on 
Colonel Herbert was made in the Senate 
by Senator Borah, which failed to get 
results. 

President Hoover has announced that, 


after Major General Herbert B. Crosby, 
Chief of Cavalry, retires to civil life on 
March 21, he will be appointed a commis- 
sioner of the District of Columbia, to ex- 
ercise personal supervision over the police, 
fire and traffic services. The President is 
hopeful that General Crosby will give the 
District model law enforcement and that 
the capital of the nation will be free of 
organized crime. 

The Near East Relief spent $1,033,000 
for its overseas work in 1929 and plans to 
spend $2,497,000 in the next three years, 
according to a recent announcement from 
the organization in New York. 

At the written request of the Premier, 
General Berenguer, of Spain, who acted in 
behalf of his Council of Ministers, King 
Alfonso, gave freedom to all political ex- 
iles, and prisoners, not only those imposed 
by the Primo de Rivera dictatorship but 
of his entire reign. The amnesty is very 
broad. Men serving sentences of from 20 
years to life in prison have been given per- 
mission to return to their homes and exiles 
who lived in other lands suddenly find 
the way to their native land opened again. 
The occasion was the first anniversary of 
the death of the Queen Mother, Maria 
Christina, who greatly disliked the former 
dictator. 

The Williamson bill transferring Prohi- 
bition enforcement from the Treasury De- 
partment to the Department of Justice, the 
first of the recommendations of the ad- 
ministration’s law enforcement commission, 
was passed by the House Feb. 8 without 
substantial amendment and without a roll 
call. It was approved practically unani- 
mously. 

President Hoover started Feb. 8 for 
Long Key, Florida, where, with Mrs. Hoo- 
ver and a few friends, he will spend the 
next week or 10 days angling for sail fish. 
The party traveled in a private car for 
which the President personally paid. The 
trip is solely for a rest and there will be 
no public ceremonies. 

Icebergs have come drifting down into 
navigation lanes almost two months earlier 
than usual, and with the memory of the 


Titanic disaster the Coast Guard has begun 
the work of keeping shipping advised of 
their locations. 

It is estimated that during 1927 the net 
receipts of Europe from tourists, chiefly 
American, totaled about $300,000,000. This 
is contained in a “Memorandum of Inter- 
national Trade” just published at London 
by the League of Nations. 

Employment for 8,000 people for a 
period of two years will be provided by 
the expenditure of $2,000,000 of the $3,- 
000,000 recently authorized by Congress 
for additional hurricane relief in Porto 
Rico. The major part was specified for 
road work. The other $1,000,000 will be 
loaned to farmers. 

The United States and Great Britain 


have revealed an Anglo-American agree- 


ment on all of the big essentials at the 
naval conference in session at London. 

Dr. George Edward Reed, former presi- 
dent of Dickinson College at Carlisle, Pa., 
died at Harrisburg Feb. 7 at the age of 73. 
He was president of the college 22 years. 

Mrs. Hastings, wife of United States 
Senator Daniel O. Hastings, of Delaware, 
died Feb. 7 at Philadelphia. 

Austria and Italy recently signed a 
treaty for arbitration of disputes. 

Dr. Fernando Mello Vianna, the vice- 
president of Brazil, was shot in a political 
demonstration in the interior town of 
Montes and wounded. Five others were 
killed and fourteen injured. 

Brigadier General Marion Perry Maus, 
U. S. A., retired, died Feb. 9 at his home 
in New Windsor, Md. He won a Congres- 
sional medal of honor for gallantry in the 
Apache campaign. Burial was in Arling- 
ton National Cemetery, with military hon- 
ors. He was 79 years old. 

The largest ancient Egyptian tomb ever 

unearthed has been found during excava- 
tions near the Sphinx by the Egyptian Uni- 
versity expedition. The expedition is un- 
der the direction of Selim Bey Hassan, 
native Egyptologist. The decorative work 
of the tomb is held to be of a very high 
order. 
The 121st anniversary of the birth of 
Abraham Lincoln was celebrated Feb. 12 
throughout the United States and its pos- 
sessions. In thirty states, including New 
York, New Jersey and Connecticut, and 
in Alaska the day was a legal holiday. 

President Hoover’s commission to study 
the Haitian situation will sail for that 
country Feb. 22, Henry P. Fletcher, one 
of the commissioners, announced. The trip 
will be made on an American warship. 

Ralph Pulitzer, on account of ill health, 
has retired from the “New York World.” 
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His youngest brother, Herbert, is the new 
president of the Press Publishing Com- 
pany, which publishes the “World” and 
“Evening World.” 

A blanket indictment accusing 186 busi- 
ness concerns and persons, including 34 in 
New York, of being in a nation-wide con- 
spiracy to violate the national Prohibition 
law through the diversion of more than 
1,000,000 gallons of alcohol a year, valued 
at in excess of $4,000,000, during the last 
seven years, was returned at Chicago Feb. 
10 before Federal Judge George A. Car- 
penter. The indictment. aimed at wiping 
out what Government officials called the 
largest liquor ring yet uncovered. 

Dr. Thomas Charles Fry, dean of Lincoln 
Cathedral, died Feb. 10 in his 84th year. 
Dr. Fry had been dean of Lincoln, one of 
the oldest and finest cathedrals in England 
since 1910. 


REPORT ON COMMITTEE ON FIND- 
INGS OF THE PASTORS’ STATE 
CONVENTION UNDER THE AU- 
SPICES OF THE PENNSYLVANIA 

COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 


We, the official delegates of 17 denomi- 
nations and 29 ecclesiastical bodies, repre- 
senting a communicant membership of 
1,700,632, assembled as a State Pastors’ 
Convention at Grace Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Harrisburg, Pa., January 27-28, 
1930, recommend the following for adop- 
tion: 

We rejoice that the time has come in 
Pennsylvania when the representatives of 
so many denominations can meet together 
to consider, in so fine a Christian spirit, 
the Co-operative Church Program of our 
State. 

We heartily endorse the Five-Point Co- 
operative Church Program, as it has been 
outlined and approved by the Pennsylvania 
Council of Churches, and pledge ourselves 
to support it by prayer and personal 
endeavor. 

We have been deeply impressed with the 
need of Comity Work in the counties so 
far surveyed by the Commission on Comity 
and Missions of the Pennsylvania Council 
of Churches, and we urge our respective 
ecclesiastical groups to co-operate in every 
way possible in correcting both over- 
churching and underchurching in our State. 

In view of the vital problem confronting 
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the Church of Christ today in the field of 
religious education, we join with the Com- 
mission on Religious Education of the 
Pennsylvania Council of Churches, the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School Asso- 
ciation and other agencies, in enlarging 
the opportunities in this important field by 
a more faithful and intelligent use of the 
Chureh School, the Daily Vacation Bible 
Schools; and in making possible Week-Day 
Religious Instruction at the earliest mo- 
ment. 


The obligation of the Church to engage 
in Social Service must be definitely recog- 
nized. Therefore, the encouraging and 
growing work of the Commission on Social 
Service of the State Council of Churches 
is commended. And we shall return to our 
communities with an earnest purpose to 
make the Church a real spiritual power in 
serving the needy and unfortunate, and 
in overcoming the vice and evils which are 
hindering the progress of the Kingdom in 
our communities, 


Recognizing that the preservation of the 


Sabbath is fundamental to the existence 
and advancement of the Church of. Christ, 
and essential to the life and usefulness of 
our nation, we commend the Lord’s Day 
Alliance of Pennsylvania, as a co-operat- 
ing organization of the Pennsylvania Coun- 
cil of Churches, for its many victories; and 
we promise to stand with it in its effective 
battle against all those who would deprive 
us of the privileges and blessings of the 
Christian Sabbath. 


We register our hearty approval of the 
plans and efforts of President Herbert Hoo- 
ver to secure better observance of law, and 
our confidence in his wise and fearless 
leadership. We assure him of our prayers 
and united support. We rejoice in the 
growing success of Prohibition, as evi- 
denced by the developments of recent 
years. The Anti-Saloon League of Penn-— 
sylvania is a co-operating organization of 
the Pennsylvania Council of Churches and 
represents “The Churches organized in op- 
position to the liquor business.” We there- 
fore join with the league and all o 
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effective agencies in their crusade to es- 
tablish Prohibition throughout our land, 
and in their courageous and aggressive 
fight against the enemies of the Highteenth 
Amendment. 

These are days which are filled with 
possibilities for World Peace. The London 
Naval Conference now in session, the 
Kellogg-Briand Peace Pact, the World 
Court, the Pan - American Arbitration 
Treaty and other signs and movements of 
our times, are undeniable proofs of this. 
We accept the War-Peace Program of the 
Commission on International Relations of 
the Pennsylvania Council of Churches as 
a safe and statesmanlike program, and 
shall urge the ecclesiastical bodies of our 
respective denominations to adopt it; so 
that it may become the program of the 
Protestant Churches of Pennsylvania. 

It is generally understood that evangel- 
ism is the primary work of the Christian 
Church, and should be its prevailing mo- 
tive. It is our most earnest conviction 
that the Spirit of God has prompted the 
leaders of the Church of Christ in our 
land to set apart the period from Easter, 
April 20, to the Day of Pentecost, June 
8, 1930, for the observance of the Nine- 
teen Hundredth Anniversary of Pente- 
cost. And we shall return to our communi- 
ties with the prayerful determination to 
conserve and carry forward to the utmost 
the state-wide evangelistic campaign, as 
outlined in the suggestions made by the 
Commission on Evangelism of the Penn- 
sylvania Council of Churches. 

Above all, we strongly and most prayer- 
fully urge the denominations of our state, 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 


Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Sunday before Lent, March 2, 1930 


Jesus Teaching About Himself 
Matthew 11:2-6, 25-30 


Golden Text: Come unto Me, all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. Matthew 11:28. 

Lesson Outline: 1. The Question. 2. 
The Warning. 3. The Prayer. 4. The 
Invitation. 

Matthew does not report the events of 
the life of Jesus in their historical se- 
quence. He pursues the topical method, 
grouping together related words and works. 
Thus he weaves into one great sermon say- 
ings of Jesus spoken at different times. 
Next he reports a series of nine miracles. 
Then, suggesting the increasing popular- 
ity of the Lord and His widening activity, 
we have an account of the ordination and 
mission of the twelve apostles. During 
the absence of the Twelve on their evan- 
gelistic tour, Matthew places the episode of 
the question of the Baptist, which forms 
a part of our printed lesson for today 
(11:2-6). 

The story is the connecting link between 
two periods in the life of Jesus. It closes 
the period of popularity and it opens the 
period of opposition. In chapters eleven 
and twelve, which form our full lesson, 
Matthew describes the beginning of a re- 
actionary movement. The doubting and 
questioning of Baptist whom the Master 
reassures, the indifferent cities of Galilee 
which He warns earnestly, and the hostile 
Pharisees whom He rebukes sternly are 
symptoms of a changing attitude of priests 
and people. 

The salient facts and features of the 
erowded chapters of our lesson are the 
question of the Baptist together with the 
luminous answer of Jesus, the solemn warn- 
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through their various ecclesiastical bodies, 
to approach the anniversary of Pentecost 
with sincere confession of sin and conse- 
eration to soul-winning, that with the fear- 
less preaching of the Word of God in union 
or denominational services during the com- 
ing spring, and with importunate prayer, 
Pentecost may be experienced anew and 
thousands of such as shall be saved may 
be added to the Church; and that the King- 
dom of God, with all its manifold interests 
and blessings, may more speedily come. 

In view of the blessings received and 
the fine co-operation shown at this con- 
vention, we recommend that another be 
held Monday and Tuesday, January 26, 27, 
1931, in this city, so that the Spirit of 
Unity may be deepened and strengthened, 
and the Co-operative Church Program of 
the Pennsylvania Council of Churches may 
be still better known and followed in our 
State. 

Stanley Billheimer, Chairman, former 
president of the East Pennsylvania 
Synod of the United Lutheran 
Church, 

J. C. Broomfield, president of the Gen- 
eral Conference of the Methodist 
Protestant Church. 

William Melville Curry, moderator of 
the Presbyterian Synod of Penna, 

J. Rauch Stein, stated clerk of the 
General Synod of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., and of the 
Eastern Synod. 

Morris BE. Swartz, superintendent of 
the Sunbury District of the Central 
Pennsylvania Conference of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. 
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ing (11:20-24), His fervent thanksgiving 
for the faith of babes (11:25-27), and His 
gracious invitation (11:28-30). 

I. The Question, vs. 2-19. When we first 
meet John the Baptist he commands our 
full admiration as a prophet of courage 
and consecration. -His remarkable minis- 
try at the Jordan, which was terminated 
by his fearless rebuke of Herod, stamps 
him asa worthy forerunner of Christ. 
But in our lesson this great preacher ap- 
pears as a doubter. His faith in Jesus is 
wavering. He asks, “Art Thou He that 
cometh or look we for another?” But this 
momentary clouding of a noble faith does 
not require us to change our high estimate 
of the man. His doubt was neither inex- 
plicable nor incurable. The Master Him- 
self fully understood it. He met it with 
an affectnonate and convincing reply, and 
He paid a glowing tribute to this imprison- 
ed doubter. 

The threefold root of doubt is physical, 
mental, and moral. Physical weakness, 
mental difficulties, and moral failure may 
cause faith to waver and perish. Where 
sickness or ignorance is the cause of doubt, 
its cure is possible and probable, but when 
doubt is rooted in wilful and persistent 
sin, its cure, while possible, is difficult. Sick- 
ness films the eye of faith; ignorance 
weakens it; but sin destroys it. 

John’s doubt arose from his physical and 
mental condition. Solitary confinement in 
a gloomy prison was worse than death to 
the man accustomed to the untrammeled 
freedom of the desert. And now reports 
reached his cell of Jesus’ messianic min- 
istry. He had prepared the way of a 
Messiah whose symbols were the axe and 
the fire. But the ministry of Jesus was 
gracious and gentle. He was the Helper 
and Healer of men. Thus, despondent in 
mood and perplexed in mind, John became 
doubtful of Jesus’ Messiahship, and only 


those who are cast in his heroic mould 


can understand the force and bitterness 
of that doubt. Superficial believers are 
not sufficiently interested in the work of 
Christ to dare like the Baptist or to 
doubt like him. But fervent souls, aflame 
with a holy passion to make ready the way 
of the Lord, will sometimes be perplexed 
by the slow growth of the Kingdom of 
God. Like John in prison, they may long 
for axe and fire, as the more adequate 
means for the destruction of the bulwarks 
of sin than the infinite grace of God re- 
vealed by Christ. 

Jesus sent the Baptist a most affection- 
ate reply. He manifested no resentment; 
He uttered no rebuke. He bade the mes- 
sengers return and tell John “the things 
which ye do hear and see.” 

The doubter who makes his lack of faith 
his proud boast without making an honest 
and earnest effort to rise above the clouds, 
receives no sympathy from Jesus. And it 
is quite useless for us to waste time and 
energy on such men, They lack moral 
fibre, not mental insight. They need new 
life, rather than more light. This class of 
doubters never comes to Jesus with earn- 
est questions. They are cynics. But the 
honest doubter, perplexed in his quest of 
truth, the Master regards with loving in- 
terest. He welcomes his reverent and sin- 
cere inquiries, and He can satisfy his soul. 
But even sincere doubt Jesus can cure only 
as He cured the Baptist’s wavering faith. 
He used neither coercion, nor magic, nor 
logic. He simply pointed to.Himself, to 
His gracious ministry of preaching and 
healing, as the sufficient and conclusive 
credentials of His true Messiahship. 

What other or better answer than this 
can we give to honest doubt? Faith comes 
not by authority. You cannot compel a 
doubter to believe in Christ. Faith comes 
not by logic. You cannot demonstrate 
spiritual verities like mattematical propo- 
sitions. Faith comes not by celestial 
magic, Faith rest upon the words and 
works of Christ. They are recorded in 
the Bible. They are writ large in the 
history of the world. They are daily be- 
ing rewritten by the living Christ in the 
lives of persons changed by His Spirit. 
Such was Jesus’ message to His wavering 
herald. And to His loving message the 
Master added a tender blessing for such 
as “should find none occasion of stumbling 
in Me.” 


II. The Warning, vs. 20-24. We know 
very little of the cities whose attitude 
Jesus deplored and denounced. But they 
were populous and prosperous centers of 
population. And in this region the Master 
had established His headquarters. There 
His mighty works were done, and His 
matchless words spoken. But His labor 
had been largely in vain. The majority 
simply ignored His redemptive ministry. 
It lay outside their absorbing interests. It 
centred in God, sin, and salvation, and 
they cared for none of these things. Some 
followed Jesus from curiosity; others came 
to Him under the spell of a false messianic 
ideal. But so meagre was the spiritual 
harvest of Jesus in this favored region 
that He upbraided the cities for their im- 
penitence and pronounced their impending 
doom. And He solemnly declared that the 
depth of their ruin would be proportion- 
ate to the height of their privileges. 

The denunciations pronounced by men 
are usually the result of angry passion. 
Their cries of “Woe unto thee” are impious 
prayers and vindictive wishes. But Jesus 
simply voiced one of God’s eternal laws, 
which human folly may neglect or reject 
but cannot make inoperative. These un- 
heeding multitudes of the thriving cities 
of Galilee were sowing unto the flesh, and 
of the flesh they must reap destruction. 
Blind indifference to spiritual things ulti- 
mately destroys cities and nations, as well 
as individual souls. That knell of doom 
sounded by the merciful Master may well 
lead us to sober thought. As a nation, we 
are far more privileged than were these 
cities by the sea. Mightier works than 
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Christ did there have been done in our 
midst by His grace and in His name. And 
the sole bulwark of our national destiny 
lies in our loyalty to the gospel of Christ. 
If we suffer worldliness to crowd His truth 
and grace out of our busy lives, it requires 
no prophet to predict our fate as a nation. 

Ill. The Prayer, vs. 25-27. If the pre- 
ceding section throbs with the sorrowful 
disappointment of Jesus that so many 
spurned His gracious ministry, this prayer 
of thanksgiving breathes a spirit of joy 
and assurance. From the impenitent cities 
hastening to their doom, the Master turns 
with grateful joy to His faithful followers. 
They had humbly accepted “these things,” 
which the cities had neglected with indif- 
ference or rejected with scorn. Like 
“babes,” without pride or prejudice, these 
lowly fishermen had learned of the great 
Teacher the truths which ‘the wise and 
understanding” had scorned as foolishness, 

But the refusal of the religious leaders 
to learn of the lowly Nazarene did not 
shake Jesus’ sublime confidence in His 
Messiahship. In spite of His failure to 
lead them to repentance and faith, He af- 
firmed His messianic conviction and His 
assurance of the redemptive significance of 
His message and ministry, “All things 
have been delivered unto Me of My 
Father” (11:26, 27). 

IV. The Gracious Invitation, vs. 28-30. 
These wonderful words are the climax of 
our lesson chapter. They have been the 
solace of many generations of burden- 
bearers; who have accepted the invitation 
and tested the promise. Nor have they 
ever found it wanting. 

They came with peculiar force to the 
contemporaries of Jesus, His own people, 
who were staggering under the burden of 
a law whose intolerable pressure and 
weight we can realize with difficulty. More 
than four thousand rules and regulations 
controlled the daily life of religious Jews. 
Only by their punctilious observance could 
men achieve the approval of a righteous 
God and obtain the reward of heaven. 
They are a crushing burden to the memory 
and a grievous yoke to the conscience of 
those who tried to conform to them. Even 
the utmost zeal failed to satisfy the re- 
quirements of Pharisaic legalism. 

To a people yoked to such a caricature 
of true religion Jesus said, “Come unto 
Me, all ye that labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest. Take My yoke 
upon you, and learn of Me; for I am meek 
and lowly of heart: and ye shall find rest 
unto your souls. For My yoke is easy, and 
My burden is light.” The Saviour knew 
that the laborious efforts of men to escape 
God’s wrath and win His approval were 
unnecessary and unavailing. Truly, “no 
one knoweth the Son save the Father; 
neither doth any know the Father, save 
the son, and He to whomsoever the Son 
willeth to reveal Him” (11:27). And the 
Son proclaimed the glad tidings of a new 
religion that rested its hope of salvation, 
not on the efforts of men to gain the favor 
of a celestial king, but on the boundless 
love of their heavenly Father. 

This gracious invitation is the eternal 
epitome of God’s love. The burden of 
Pharisaic legalism, perhaps, does not op- 
press us; but our burdens are many and 
grievous. Sin, sorrow, and sickness crush 
us beneath their weight. And the only 
efficacious rest-cure for the heavy laden in 
soul and body is the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Those who bear the yoke of faith and 
obedience which He bestows upon men will 
find rest for their souls. 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


March 2—Faith and What It Does, 
Heb. 11:1-10, 32-38. 
There are two senses in which the word 
faith is generally used. One applies to a 
‘ereed, a doctrinal statement. Thus we 
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speak of the Apostles’ Creed as our “faith.” 
We sing “Faith of Our Fathers” and by 
that we mean the belief which our fathers 
held and which held them. It is an intel- 
lectual conviction to which they subserib- 
ed. When we ask people what their faith 
is we use the wofd in this sense. But the 
Bible rarely, if ever, attaches this meaning 
to the word. 


The other sense expresses an attitude 
of the heart rather than of the head, It 
means trust, confidence, commitment. We 
sing “My Faith Looks Up to Thee” and 
by that we mean the inward trust which 
we have in God, the repose of soul wh 
we give to Him. To believe means m 
than holding a belief. Faith is more tha 
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subscribing to a ereed. It is the comit- 
ment of one’s soul to God. A man may say 
that he believes in God and yet may have 
very little faith. A man may have faith in 
God and yet not be able to express it in 
any definite formula. 

Faith is therefore something very real 
and vital. It is sometimes called the 
sixth sense. It is that by which we lay 
hold of God, by which we know Him and 
serve Him. Therefore the Apostle says, 
“Without faith it is impossible to please 
Him.” The child has faith in the father 
or mother. He may not be able to explain 
it, cannot understand it, but lives his life 
by it. 

Now faith is one of the great words of 
the Bible. We meet it everywhere. It was 
the one thing for which Jesus always look- 
ed and upon which He constantly insisted, 
Faith was the one condition which made 
His mighty works possible. “Only believe,” 
said He. “According to thy faith so be 
it unto thee.” “All things are possible to 
Him that believeth.” By faith mountains 
could be removed and difficulties overcome. 
Without faith the disciples were impotent; 
with faith they were all powerful. Paul 
likewise emphasized faith. Sometimes he 
is ealled the Apostle of faith even as John 
is called the Apostle of love and Peter the 
Apostle of hope. Paul said, “The just 
shall live by faith.” But it remained for 
the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews to 
magnify this word faith. The eleventh 
chapter is devoted to this great word, to 
its meaning and its achievements. Now, 
. what does Faith do? 

First, Faith ventures. It runs risks. But 
it does this not in the spirit of reckless- 
ness, but in trust and confidence. It is 
not a leap in the dark, but an assurance 
that God lights up the way. It commits 
itself to God and “bets its life on God.” 
In this respect it is the opposite of sight. 
There are those who must have tangible 
proof of every thing. They must see the 
print of the nails and thrust their hands 
into the wounds or else they will not be- 


lieve. But that is not faith, that is knowl- 
edge. Faith believes where it does not 
see. It accepts even though it cannot un- 


derstand. It plunges, it goes forward even 
though it does not “see the distant scene.” 
The long line of heroes of faith in He- 
brews 11 were men and women of this 
type. They dared to be odd, they risked 
everything for God, they did not count the 
cost. They were not calculating, nor did 
they sit down and figure out how they 
would come out. They ventured, trusting 
that God would bring them through. This 
faith enabled them to forget themselves, 
to suffer hardships, even defeat and death, 
but they went forward, never wavering. 

Second, Faith accomplishes things. Faith 
is at once an attitude and an act. It is not 
merely passive submission, it is an active 
outgoing of the soul. It is a vital union 
with God in the accomplishment of His 
purposes. It is a laying hold of God with 
a view of drawing life and power from 
Him. Just as the arm of the trolley reaches 
up to the suspended wire and draws forth 
the electric current which drives the car, 
so faith is the upward reach of the soul 
to God and through it the divine power 
surges through the life of man. Faith 
makes the connection and therefore makes 
the new life possible. “The life I now live 
I live by faith,” as the Apostle phrases it. 
Through faith I can do all things. I can 
remove mountains, subdue lions, conquer 
every foe and do the greater things that 
Christ promised to His believers. But 
without faith I can do nothing. 

Third, Faith saves. We speak of “say- 
ing faith.” “Thy faith has saved thee.” 
There are two great words which enter 
into salvation—one is grace and the other 
is faith. Grace is God’s act towards man. 
It is the outgoing of His great heart. But 
faith is man’s part. It is the acceptance 
of that which God offers. Hence we say 
that we “are saved by grace through 
faith.” These two factors are absolutely 
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essential. God cannot save us without 
faith on our part. And our faith rests 
upon the grace of God. Faith appropriates 
the salvation offered by God. But it does 
this in a very vital, not in any mechanical 
or magical way. By faith we make Christ 
our own and His life in us saves us. 

Now faith can be cultivated and fos- 
tered. It may at first be as small as a 
grain of mustard seed, but it is capable 
of growth. Believe —only believe. We 
may “stretch lame hands of faith” at the 
first, but if we keep on believing the 
larger, stronger faith may be ours, 


“O for a faith that will not shrink 
Though pressed by ev’ry foe; 
That will not tremble on the brink 
Of any earthly woe. 


Lord, give us such a faith as this, 

And then, whate’er may come, 

We’ll taste, ev’n here, the hallowed bliss 
Of an eternal home.” 


BOOK REVIEWS 


The Christian Content of the Bible or The 
Bible Reduced to the Standard in Jesus, 
by George Holley Gilbert. The Mace- 
millan Company, 1930. 

Here is a book which the “liberal” Chris- 
tian will welcome. The title gives the 
clue to its content. Jesus sifted His Bible 
—our Old Testament. Much of our Bible 
is below His standard. The author at- 
tempts to select the passages which ap- 
proach or reach the level set by the Master. 

Loyalty to Jesus demands that we reduce 
the Bible to a Christian basis. Supreme re- 
gard for the revelation in Jesus is the 
guiding principle. Modern Biblical re- 
search helps to determine this. Such a 
Christianized Bible must be a book of one 
religion, not many, as are the canonical 
Scriptures. The author makes such a 
Bible only about one-sixteeenth the size of 
the traditional Bible. He believes that 
such a sifting of the present Bible will 
usher in an age of greater religious free- 
dom and quicken our spiritual powers. 

After a helpful and comparatively 
lengthy introduction Mr. Gilbert selects 
the passages in the Synoptics which are 
Christian, guided by the results of New 
Testament criticism. The non-historical 
character of the Fourth Gospel is accepted. 
All quotations are from Goodspeed’s trans- 
lation. Then the author sifts the Old 
Testament and the remaining parts of the 
New. 

It is suggested as a final word that the 
reader turn to the first page for a second 
reading. Several readings will prove 
helpful. For the preacher this book will 
serve as a helpful guide as he endeavors 
to keep in mind in his sermon preparation 
the high standard set by Jesus. The lib- 
eral mind will be stimulated by this vol- 
ume; the closed and conservative mind very 
much shocked. —P. R. P. 


The Message of the American Pulpit, by 
Lewis H. Chrisman. Richard R. Smith, 
New York. Price $2. 

The New Preaching, by Joseph Fort New- 
ton. Cokesbury Press. Price $2. 

These two volumes are, in the writer’s 
opinion, most valuable to the ministry of 
our generation. Taken together, they are 
exquisitely complementary! They bring a 
priceless treasure to all who are privileged 
to proclaim the glorious Gospel of the Son 
of God in our day. Prof, Chrisman’s 
volume is the result of wide reading, dis- 
cerning study, much travel and the analysis 
of the words and work of 6,000 American 
preachers. The result is pure gold. If he 
is to discover and utilize the sources of 
strength of America’s leading preachers, 
this book must be in the library of every 
Reformed Church pastor. 


Dr. Newton’s volume is the best book 
we have read on the art of preaching. It 
could not be otherwise, since Dr. Newton 
is, himself, one of the two or three supreme 
pulpit artists in America today. If our 
ministers, in town or country, will purchase 
and brood upon these two volumes there 
will be a new era of pulpit power in the 
Reformed Church in the United States. 


—H. D. McK. 


A Seven Day Church at Work, by William 
S. Mitchell, D.D. Published by Funk & 
Wagnalls Company. 

Here is a book which makes one feel as 
though he were one of “Helen’s Babies” 
and, after reading the last page, like tak- 
ing a train to Worcester, Mass., to the 
Wesley Methodist Episcopal Church to “see 
the wheels go ’round.” 


As the title indicates, something is go- 
ing on in that million dollar Gothie edifice 
every day. It is an institutional Church 
made up of several former congregations 
in a downtown section. The quality of the 
work done in the Church School has been 
accepted by the Methodist Board of Edu- 
cation as “model.” Manned by a staff of 
10 full-time and 38 part-time workers in 
addition to the pastor, a splendid spirit 
prevails. 


The book is well written by the pastor. 
Very much in detail are the chapters on 
Programs of Service, Religious Education, 
Worship, Activity, Equipment and Admini- 
stration; yet there is a fascination in the 
style which makes one want to read on 
and on as rapidly as possible to see what 
is coming next. One sees the wheels go 
?round as one reads. It was not easy work 
to erect that mammoth building and start 
the new programs. One sympathizes with 
the difficulties encountered in abandoning 
the mass-idea of religious education as well 
as the book-centered method. But when 
the author tries to tell of the transition 
made from the amphitheater type of edi- 
fice with all that that presupposes to the 
Gothic type which indicates a different 
type of culture, and after the author has 
used such terms as nave, chancel and 
chalice, one experiences a feeling hard to 
describe when he reads that the altar-rail 
is “none other than the glorified form of 
the old-time Methodist mourner’s bench,” 
But such a way of putting it is indicative 
of the revolutionary change which is com- 
ing with our emphasis on worship in this 
age of new Church-building. 

“Ts it a Church?” is the title of the 
last chapter. One feels convinced after 
reading it that it is possible to use a 
highly organized Church for the glory of 
God. It depends on the spirit of those at 
the helm. —P. R. P. 


A LETTER FROM AN OLD FRIEND 


To the Editor of the “Messenger”: 


I should like to continue to deserve and 
enjoy the good opinion of my friends and 
kindred in the Reformed Church, but if 
you ever write another editorial like that 
of your leader in the “Messenger” for 
January 23, I am done for. 

You commit a plain error in logic by 
virtually identifying me with Professor 
Barnes, just because he praises my book. 
What does he praise? Not any theological 
view of mine, because that book is not in 
any sense a book of theology. Its whole 
theme is religious liberty, and its argu- 
ment is just as high for the liberty of 
the Fundamentalist or of the Roman Cath- 
olie as it is for my own liberty! That is 
why Professor Barnes spoke of its dynamic 
quality, I suppose. 

I agree with you, and told him, that he 
overpraised the book. But why did you 
not read in that same Barnes paragraph, 
and quote in your editorial, his reproof 
against me? He found that I based my 
“plea for religious liberty upon the exam- 
ple of the ‘pure spirituality of Jesus, and 
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apparently (regarded) Jesus as the great whom he cherishes a _ sincere affection. To sum up, it is in emphasizing with 


herald and champion of the ‘world of free- 
dom’.” That is, I am among those who, 
according to Professor Barnes, make Jesus 
a “stereotype.” I am placed by Barnes in 


altogether orthodox company. You make 
me something almost violently otherwise. 
That I protest. You are as far off as 


Professor Barnes is. Please get me true 
and right. 

As to Humanism, I have not seen any 
definition of it that satisfies. I am sure 
most of its crities do not know what it is. 
As for me, I have a concept of Reality that 
is God. There are many ideas of God. My 
idea is more catholic, commanding, and in- 
spiring for me than many Fundamentalist 
beliefs. 

If we are spiritually alive, we are moving 
onward and upward, and concepts must 
change to meet our greater necessities. 
That is life, that is religion, and I think 
it is Christianity. It was such a state of 
need for more life in the world that gave 
Christ, the founder of Christianity, who 
departed radically from the past. Luther 
marked a period of revolutionary change 
in the Church’s tyranny and doctrine and 
corruption. Channing a century ago re- 
volted from the brutalities of extreme Cal- 
vinism, and all the world reveres him. To- 
day—well, I ask you, as a brother editor, 
what is all this ferment of religious 
thought, this agonizing of soul, acknowl- 
edged candidly by such a typical preacher 
as Harry Emerson Fosdick and boldly writ- 
ten out by the philosophic Walter Lipp- 
mann? What is it but the travail that, 
now as in all ages, must and will be satis- 
fied? 

In my editorial capacity I have espoused 
no new cause; but neither have I scorned 
or suppressed the honest searching of those 
men who may be forerunners of a new day. 
I have encouraged them. This journal is 
truly free. It learned a century ago that 
theological truth manifests itself, as Prof. 
James Bissett Pratt had admirably said, 
in “an enormous amount of constant 
change.” I learned that truth at the feet 
of ‘William Rupp, in Lancaster, greatest of 
teachers of the last half century in the 
Reformed Church. And with this inspired 
learning went prophetic daring that 
brought in his own day, as you know, some 
doubts of him; but now his honor and 
glory are sure and fixed. That is a sacred 
memory; a thing to lift my heart in inef- 
fable gratitude. 

If you ask me, I think I have had all 
these years something of his far-ranging 
spirit in the quest of illimitable and holy 
truth. And I have not diminished but 
rather increased my faith. New doctrines 
do not scare me; they invite me. Life as 
inquiry—which I learned as a great ideal 
first in the Society of Inquiry at the Sem1- 
nary in Lancaster—is filled with rare in- 
sights, joyous surprises, and stout defenses 
in untoward days. These things I tell 
you, that you may not permit the harsh 
noises of a controversial time to seem more 
important than the voice of quiet that 
gives one true subsistence — the eternal 
peace at the heart of endless agitation. 

I do not agree with you in your complete 
condemnation of Professor Barnes’s book. 
I think you are too sweeping—a charge 
you lay to his account. He is a crusader, 
a reformer, who rushes like a torrent. His 
methods are not your methods. But he 
serves his day with an honest purpose, and, 
I think, with unusual effectiveness. His 
book is read by thousands of ministers, 
who take the good and forget the rest, 
that they may advance the frontiers of 
religion for the welfare of mankind. 

With the highest regard and always 
happy recollections, I am, 

“Faithfully yours, 
Albert C. Dieffenbach, 
Editor “The Christian Register,” 
Boston, Mass, 


(The editor of the “Messenger” is happy 
to print this letter from a brother for 


There was certainly no desire to do Dr. 
Dieffenbach a wrong, and he was not quoted 
in the editorial. He is of course not re- 
sponsible for what Prof. Barnes said about 
him and his book, either in praise or blame, 
We would be only too glad if we could 
agree with Mr. Barnes in placing our 
friend Dieffenbach in “altogether orthodox 
company.” As for our criticism being “too 
sweeping’—well, we confess it is difficult 
for us to compromise with a writer who 
seeks to detract from the glory of our 
Saviour.) 


MAKING PENTECOST COUNT 
(Continued from page 2) 


Barrie: “Look to it that what you are 
doing is not merely toddling to a compe- 
tency.” 

5. Teaching. What an impetus Pente- 
cost contains for making our teaching cre- 
ative! If we can but begin to improve 
the quality of our teaching in the Church 
School, the catechetical class, the pulpit— 
not merely adding to its quantity but mak- 
ing it a bit of experiment toward new and 
untried but more Christian ways of living 
together and in leading children and youth 
into deeper experiences of God in Jesus 
Christ and into truer understanding of the 
forces that determine destiny—our celebra- 
tion will bear fruit in the years to come. 
The Pentecostal season sounds the impera- 
tive challenge to overhaul our musty edu- 
cational procedures and expose them to 
the vitalizing breath of the Spirit of God. 

6. Visitation. If Pentecost teaches us 
one thing, it teaches us that the true Chris- 
tian cannot live to himself. His life must 
be influential, dynamic. The Christian 
Spirit must flow forth. Just to open the 
doors of the Church, advertise the services 
and keep the pews dusted — important 
though these preparations may be—is not 
enough. We must bring men in. “Go.” said 
the Master. If during the celebration of 
Pentecost, the members of our Consistories 
and those of our people who do come to 
worship can be made to assume some re- 
sponsibility for and take a Christian inter- 
est in those who do not, whatever their rea- 
son or excuse—if this can be made a set- 
tled and fixed habit—the celebration will 
have served a most useful purpose in the 
Kingdom of God. If not already in exist- 
ence, there should be in the process of 
formation in every congregation a Band 
of Visitors consisting of an augmented 
Consistory, or specially selected groups or 
a permanently set-up organization with 
intelligent and persistent visitation as its 
purpose. Every Church should be the cen- 
ter of two streams of men, women and 
children—one flowing into it and one flow- 
ing out of it; one going to Church to pray, 
study, worship, teach and one going from 
Church to visit those not there, to carry 
the friendliness of the Gospel to them and 
to lead them into the Church, as the shep- 
herd leads the sheep into the fold, to share 
the quickening warmth that inevitably is 
present wherever men worship the living 
God in spirit and in truth. 

7. Living. Perhaps, the Spirit of God 
is summoning us first of all to live, and, 
if in these Pentecostal days we can make 
some progress in this the most fundamental 
of all arts, it will be much indeed. What 
many of us need most to learn is to learn 
how to live—just to live; just to live rich, 
abundant lives—worryless, fearless, God- 
trusting, man-loving lives, radiating Chris- 
tian friendliness and cheer. If this is not 
the goal of the gospel it is at least the 
royal road that leads thereto. To show 
our people, world-wearied and fear-ridden 
as many of them are, how to live—how to 
find the maximum of joy and share it glad- 
ly; how to bear one’s “bit” of the world’s 
pain and bear it bravely; to show them 
how to walk with God in the footsteps of 
Jesus Christ—this perhaps is the ultimate 
challenge of Pentecost. 


at 


renewed earnestness and power the fore- 
going essentials of the Christian faith and 
life that we believe lies the way in which 
Pentecost can be made to count. In bring- 
ing this emphasis to bear, no time is to be 
lost. “The winds of God are blowing,” 
but let us not fail to set the sails. The 
time is auspicious and it must be utilized 
to advantage. If we have allowed the 
third and the sixth hour to find us stand- 
ing idle in the market place, let us now at 
the ninth hour set earnestly to work. We 
dare not loiter in making Pentecost count, 


OBIT UA Kame 


ELDER TOLBERT HOUCK 


The Mt. Pleasant congregation, Fred- 
erick, Md., is still lamenting, as well it 
may, the passing of their beloved brother, 
Elder Tolbert Houck, who, a week before 
Christmas, went to the Frederick City 
Hospital for an operation for a goiter. He 
died 36 hours after the operation. His 
many friends were shocked to hear of his 
death, as he was thought to be strong 
enough to submit to the operation. He was 
40 years old. 

Mr. Houck was a faithful member of 
the Building Committee. He purchased a 
memorial window, and influenced his friend 
and neighbor, Edward D. Shriner, to place 
a large window, Gethsemane, in the pulpit 
recess, equipped with lights. Elder Houck’s 
friends are grieved over the fact that, be-~ 
cause of his illness, he never saw these 
windows. ‘Truly one of the best men of 
the congregation has departed; his loss is 
keenly felt. It may be well said: “He was 
faithful unto death and hath won the 
crown of Everlasting Life.” The funeral 
service was held at his late home, by his 
pastor, Rev. G. K. Ely, and at the request 
of the family, the pastor’s wife and daugh- 
ter, Geneva, sang “At Evening Time It 
Shall Be Light.” Elder Houck is survived 
by his widow, a daughter, Gladys, and a 
sen, Tolbert. Interment was made in the 
beautiful Frederick City Cemetery, Dee. 
20, in which there are more than 15,000 
graves. —G. KE. : Bea 


MARGARET CECELIA FAESIG 


With the death of Mrs. Margaret Ce- 
celia Faesig, Oct. 20, 1929, at the age of 
90 years, the First Church, of Laneaster, 
Pa., lost one of its oldest members in point ‘ 
of years; and one who in point of service =f) 
won for herself as Sunday School teacher 
the high ‘honor of having celebrated her 
golden jubilee in that work. For 50 years” 
and more young women came from one 
generation and another and received her 
instruction and personal influence in the 
Sunday School of the First Church. , 

Mrs. Faesig read the “Reformed Chureh : 


Messenger” from girlhood, her parents hav- 
ing been subscribers and herself until her j 
death. Her knowledge of the Church’s — . 


pastors and their works was unusual, for 
one whose personal contacts were limited __ 
to her own congregation. Mrs. Faesig was 
of the old family of Auxer of this city, ot 
book store fame. She was the last of that — 
ines family to be called to her eternal 
rest. ’ 
For many years the pastor received the — 
inspiration of her devotions in privately 
administering the Holy Communion in the _ 
home of her daughter, Mrs. Harry Gruger, : 
and in her presence. In that little cor , 
pany Mrs. Faesig always used her liturgy — 
and audibly took her part in the servi 
After a spiritual fellowship with 
Saviour through faith throughout her 1 
life time, it must have been a gle 
awakening to find herself actually 
presence in the Spirit when death 
her from her temporal abode. Her r 
rest in the Woodward Hill Ceme 
easter, Pa. < o ie 


